LIVING FAITH
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Lk 13:1-9

Then Jesus told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard;
and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the
gardener, “See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig
tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the
soil?” The gardener replied, “Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig
round it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if
not, you can cut it down.” ’
TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME

Which character in this Gospel acts most like God? Is it the man who
owned the vineyard, who wants the unproductive fig tree cut down? Or is it
the gardener, who pleads with the landowner to give the fig tree one more
year?
Our God is merciful and forgiving. With God, there are always second
chances, third chances and more. In Lent, through the readings at Mass,
through the Eucharist itself, and through the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
God calls us to remember how deeply God loves us. Sometimes, we fail.
We turned away from God, or from our neighbours. When that happens,
God calls us to repent, and offers forgiveness. God calls us home.
God is like the gardener in the Gospel. God wants us to grow and flower
and bear good fruit in the world.
PONDER AND DISCUSS

• How do you hear God’s call to grow and bear fruit?
• How do you search your heart to discover when and how God calls
you to turn toward God and repent?
www.rcsj.org
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THE CHURCH TEACHES
from the Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace
Faith-based Reflection: Forced migration and the culture of encounter
Imagine if you had to flee your home, right now, because of armed conflict or a natural
disaster. Where would you go? What would you do? Most of us living in Canada today can
only imagine what it would be like to be forced to leave our homes. Yet, many of us have
our own histories of migration, our own journeys. Who welcomed us or our ancestors?
Who was it who encountered us on our own journey of migration?
When Pope Francis launched the Share the Journey campaign in 2017, he invited us to
open our hearts to hope and to spread a culture of encounter. But how do we do this?
Where do we start? Jesus said, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me” (Mt 25:35). In
saying this, he invited us to welcome migrants and to share their journey.
Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, President of Caritas Internationalis, reminded us that Jesus
himself undertook many journeys during his life: “As an unborn child he went from
Nazareth to Bethlehem. As a child refugee he went to Egypt. As a preacher he travelled
the roads of Galilee. His seemingly final journey was to travel up Calvary carrying the
heavy wooden beam of a cross. But what appears to be the end of Jesus’ journey was
really a beginning. By leaving the tomb, Christ shatters the boundaries of what we
thought we knew. By rising from the dead, Christ invites us to roll away the stones that
are blocking our own hearts and imagination and to share the journey with each other – in
particular with the most vulnerable people, such as forced migrants.” In our faith, each
person has intrinsic worth and dignity and all have a place in our world.
Catholic Social Teaching places human dignity at its centre, and reminds us that no one
person is above another. Every human person, created in the image and likeness of God,
has the inalienable right to a dignified life. This year, we invite you to share the journey
as part of a culture of encounter. As Cardinal Tagle reminds us, “We do not necessarily
need to do extraordinary and extravagant things to make a difference in the lives of
people. Small gestures, ordinary gestures, when done with sincerity, with the light of
human understanding and compassion, can do extraordinary things.” Take time to truly
encounter migrants and refugees and through this experience you will also encounter
Jesus.
“We are all migrants in this world, we are all just passing through.” – Cardinal Luis Antonio
Tagle, President of Caritas Internationalis
View this short three minute video about Lent here: https://bustedhalo.com/video/watch-lent-3-minutes
View Busted Halo's 2019 Digital Lenten Calender here: https://lent.bustedhalo.com/

A PRAYER FOR FORCED MIGRANTS AROUND THE WORLD
Have mercy on me, God most high.
In my fear and loneliness, be my refuge.
Far from my homeland, I feel lost.
My heart is stirred by thoughts of the family I left behind.
O God, hear their cries and come to their help!
Calm the storms of anxiety and doubt raging within me.
Go before me and guide my steps among a people I do not know.
May their kindness and compassion assure me that You are there to welcome me.
Prayer developed by Cardinal Luis Tagle, President of Caritas Internationalis, following his experiences
meeting forced migrants supported by the Caritas family.

ST. OSCAR ROMERO
FEAST DAY MARCH 24
Oscar Romero was Archbishop of
San Salvador. He was assassinated
on Monday March 24th 1980 as he
was celebrating Mass in the chapel of
the Divine Providence cancer hospital
where he lived. Thirty five years later,
he was declared a martyr of the
Church, killed out of hatred of the
faith, and was beatified on May
23rd 2015. He was canonized by
Pope Francis on October 14th 2018.
A quote from St. Oscar Romero:

Let us not tire of preaching love; it is the
force that will overcome the world. Let us
not tire of preaching love. Though we
see that waves of violence succeed in
drowning the fire of Christian love, love
must win out; it is the only thing that can.
September 25, 1977

For more, go to:
http://www.romerotrust.org.uk

A short video about St. Oscar Romero can be viewed here: https://youtu.be/WkJbxfoybgA

