LIVING FAITH
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Luke 15:1-3,11-32
Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father,
“Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property
between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in
need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to
his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were
eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, “How many of my
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get
up and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’ ” So
he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son.” But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it
on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and
let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found!” And they began to celebrate.
‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard
music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied,
“Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him
back safe and sound.” Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and
began to plead with him. But he answered his father, “Listen! For all these years I have been
working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never
given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of
yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for
him!” Then the father said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has
come to life; he was lost and has been found.” ’

PONDER AND DISCUSS
•
•
•

What do you think is the Good News in this story?
Have you ever felt lost? Who found you?
“Prodigal” means “generous,” even “overflowing with generosity.” Who is really
“prodigal” in this story—the son or the father? Why do you say this?

Used with permission.

This Parable teaches us about God's Mercy for all of us. This week, as a family, ponder and discuss how we
can show mercy to others in our lives in the coming days. Share your thoughts with each other...

An animated version of the Parables of the Lost Coin, Lost Sheep and the Prodigal Son can be
found here: https://youtu.be/W-FH62O_9sI

THE CHURCH TEACHES
THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON IS OUR STORY, TOO
The main character in the parable, the forgiving father, whose character remains constant
throughout the story, is a picture of God. Like the merciful father in the parable of the prodigal
son, God is eager to forgive, adds Pope Francis: “Each time we go to confession, God embraces us.
God rejoices!” (General Audience Feb. 2014).
The younger son symbolizes all of us, who sometimes follow the wrong road and get lost. The elder
brother represents self-righteous people, or those who do not think that they are lost or need the
merciful love of the father.
The younger son asks his father for his share of his estate. Though it was perfectly within his rights
to ask, it was not a loving thing to do, as it implied that he wished his father dead. Instead of
rebuking his son, the father patiently grants him his request.
Taking the money, the son travels to a distant country. Many of us take similar journeys, but we
take them in our hearts; we turn away from good and choose evil. “Sin always promises more than
it gives, takes you further than you wanted to go, and leaves you worse off than you were before.”
Sin promises freedom but brings slavery.
The son in the story realizes that he has lost everything. From the depth of his heart, he
remembers the love of his father. He begins to long to go home. He is overwhelmed with sorrow,
or repentance. With that, he is prepared to fall at his father’s feet and hope for forgiveness and
mercy. This is exactly what conversion is all about: ending a life of slavery to sin through
confession to the Father and faith in Jesus Christ and becoming a slave to righteousness, offering
one’s body as a living sacrifice.
At the end of the story, as at the beginning, there is the loving father, who waits and watches
eagerly for the return of his beloved child. God loves each person as dearly as the father in the
story loves the prodigal son.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is God's gift to us. In the story of the Prodigal Son, Jesus tries to
tell us that God is simply waiting for us to "come home." In the story, the father is not only
waiting, he is out by the road longing for the wayward son to return. And when the son begins to
give his practiced speech of repentance, the father interrupts him and shouts orders to begin the
celebration. Jesus is telling us that this is how God feels about our reconciliation. God offers
merciful and healing love and peace. These are gifts that only God's love can give us.
FROM THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
The process of conversion and repentance was described by Jesus in the parable of the prodigal son, the center of
which is the merciful father: the fascination of illusory freedom, the abandonment of the father’s house; the
extreme misery in which the son finds himself after squandering his fortune; his deep humiliation at finding
himself obliged to feed swine, and still worse, at wanting to feed on the husks the pigs ate; his reflection on all he
has lost; his repentance and decision to declare himself guilty before his father; the journey back; the father’s
generous welcome; the father’s joy – all these are characteristic of the process of conversion. The beautiful robe,
the ring, and the festive banquet are symbols of that new life – pure worthy, and joyful – of anyone who returns
to God and to the bosom of his family, which is the Church. Only the heart Of Christ Who knows the depths of his
Father’s love could reveal to us the abyss of his mercy in so simple and beautiful a way.CCC, #1439

View this short three minute video about Lent here: https://bustedhalo.com/video/watch-lent-3-minutes
View Busted Halo's 2019 Digital Lenten Calender here: https://lent.bustedhalo.com/
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LOST AND FOUND

WHO ARE THE LOST PEOPLE IN OUR SOCIETY?
WHO ACTS LIKE THE LOVING FATHER OF THE GOSPEL?
Today, there are more people on the move than at any
other point in history. Many cannot return to their
homeland because of war, or famine or persecution.
It is in solidarity with the 68.5 million displaced children,
women, and men throughout the world that we invite you
to embark on a journey of faith, love, and hope. “Hope is
the force that drives us to ‘share the journey,’ because
the journey is made jointly: by those who come to our
land, and by us, who go towards their heart, to
understand them, to understand their culture, their
language,” stated Pope Francis during a general audience
on September 27, 2017.
Through this journey, rooted in the inherent dignity of each human person, Pope
Francis invites us to meet the other and to see the humanity of each migrant. In
following the teachings of the Beatitudes, we should recall the message given to us in
the Letter to the Hebrews (13:1-3): “Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without
knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them;
those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves are being tortured.”
At a time when division seems to be at the forefront, when
fear blinds minds and the culture of indifference stifles
hearts, let’s take advantage of this moment of encounter
to share the journey with the 68.5 million children, women,
and men who are displaced around the world. It can
sometimes be difficult to grasp the extent of the impact
that forced migration has on the lives of those who face
it. However, the simple fact of being interested in what
our sisters and brothers are experiencing is already a step
toward the other, a first step on the way to a true
encounter.
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