LIVING FAITH
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
John 8:1-11
Early in the morning Jesus came again to the temple. All the people came to him and he sat
down and began to teach them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had
been caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them, they said to him, ‘Teacher,
this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. Now in the law Moses
commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?’ They said this to test him, so
that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his
finger on the ground. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them,
‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’ And once again
he bent down and wrote on the ground. When they heard it, they went away, one by one,
beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before
him. Jesus straightened up and said to her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned
you?’ She said, ‘No one, sir.’ And Jesus said, ‘Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and
from now on do not sin again.’

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
Has anybody ever tried to trick you? In today’s Gospel, some people try to trick
Jesus. They ask him a question and demand an immediate answer. They are
trying to get Jesus in trouble. But he is way ahead of them. He knows that he is
being set up. Instead of taking the bait, he draws their attention in another
direction. He bends down and begins to write in the sand. Imagine their
confusion! What did he write? It doesn’t matter. His response of brilliant: “Let
anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” The
tables have been turned. Since nobody is without sin, they all turn away.
Then, Jesus is left alone with the woman. They both recognize that nobody has
condemned her. Jesus does not condemn her either. Imagine her gratitude, and
the relief with which she heard Jesus’ words, “Neither do I condemn you. Go your
way, and from now on, do not sin again.”
PONDER AND DISCUSS
• What comforted the woman in Jesus’ response?
• What challenged her?
www.rcsj.org

For Family reflection and discussion this week,
here are some quotes from Pope Francis...

“God never tires of forgiving us; we are
the ones who tire of seeking his mercy.”

“Before all else, the Gospel invites us to
respond to the God of love who saves us,
to see God in others and to go forth from
ourselves to seek the good of others.”

Exerpts from Evangelii Gaudium: The Joy of the Gospel
View this short three minute video about Lent here: https://bustedhalo.com/video/watch-lent-3-minutes
View Busted Halo's 2019 Digital Lenten Calender here: https://lent.bustedhalo.com/

THE CHURCH TEACHES
In the Gospel that we heard proclaimed today, many people see an interplay
between the virtues of JUSTICE and CHARITY. Let’s look at these two virtues.
Justice is the moral virtue
that consists in the constant
and firm will to give their due
to God and neighbour.

Four virtues play a pivotal
role and accordingly are
called "cardinal"; all the
others are grouped around
them. They are: prudence,
justice, fortitude, and
temperance. "If anyone loves
righteousness, [Wisdom's]
labors are virtues; for she
teaches temperance and
prudence, justice, and
courage." These virtues are
praised under other names in
many passages of Scripture.

(Catechism of the Catholic Church,
1807)

(Catechism of the Catholic Church,
1805)

The theological virtues are the foundation of Christian moral
activity; they animate it and give it its special character. They
inform and give life to all the moral virtues. They are infused
by God into the souls of the faithful to make them capable of
acting as his children and of meriting eternal life. They are the
pledge of the presence and action of the Holy Spirit in the
faculties of the human being. There are three theological
virtues: faith, hope, and charity. (Catechism of the Catholic Church,
1813)

"If I . . . have not charity,"
says the Apostle, "I am
nothing." Whatever my
privilege, service, or even
virtue, "if I . . . have not
charity, I gain nothing."
Charity is superior to all the
virtues. It is the first of the
theological virtues: "So faith,
hope, charity abide, these
three. But the greatest of
these is charity." (Catechism of
the Catholic Church, 1826)

The practice of all the virtues is
animated and inspired by charity,
which "binds everything
together in perfect harmony"; it
is the form of the virtues; it
articulates and orders them
among themselves; it is the
source and the goal of their
Christian practice. Charity
upholds and purifies our human
ability to love, and raises it to
the supernatural perfection of
divine love. (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, 1827)

. Click here:
Subscribe to our weekly catechetical resource by e mail
http://www.eepurl.com/cimD0L

SHARE LENT

SHARING THE CULTURE OF ENCOUNTER
In the Gospel that we
heard proclaimed today,
Jesus encounters a
woman. He deals with her
in love and charity. In our
global community, we
encounter our neighbours.

On October 30, 1990, members of
the community of Umuechem,
located in the Niger Delta,
organized a peaceful march in an
effort to claim their share of
profits generated by more than 30
years of oil exploitation on their
lands. Community members were
disillusioned with the unfulfilled
promises of Shell Nigeria. Faced
with poverty and the pollution of
their territory, young people,
women and men decided to call
for justice. They had already tried,
unsuccessfully, to establish a
dialogue with the oil company. In
response to the community’s
march, Shell Nigeria contacted
police authorities and falsely
reported that their oil facilities
were being attacked. Members of
an elite police combat unit were
quickly sent to the site. More
than 300 people were killed and
495 homes burnt down. The
survivors faced unparalleled
devastation. They fled. Many
have never returned home.

Since August 25, 2017, more
than 863,561 children, women,
and men belonging to the
Rohingya Muslim minority have
fled Burma to escape violence
and persecution perpetrated by
the Burmese army. Most have
found refuge in camps located
in the region of Cox’s Bazar in
Bangladesh.
This massive influx of refugees
has resulted in an
unprecedented humanitarian
crisis. The urgency of their flight
and the sheer scale of their
displacement have increased
the vulnerability of thousands
of Rohingya who must now
cope with the difficult living
conditions and daily stresses of
refugee life.

This Lent, let’s share the
culture of encounter Lent is a
sacred period, a time of
preparation, introspection, and
transformation that offers us
the opportunity to deepen and
enrich our faith. It is also a
privileged moment of
encounter: with ourselves, our
loved ones, our neighbours, our
community, and with God. At a
time when division seems to be
at the forefront, when fear
blinds minds and the culture of
indifference stifles hearts, let’s
take advantage of this moment
of encounter to share the
journey with the 68.5 million
children, women, and men who
are displaced around the world.
It can sometimes be difficult to
grasp the extent of the impact
that forced migration has on the
lives of those who face it.
However, the simple fact of
being interested in what our
sisters and brothers are
experiencing is already a step
toward the other, a first step on
the way to a true encounter.
“Faith is an encounter with
Jesus, and we must do what
Jesus does: encounter others.”
Pope Francis

Visit Development and Peace website here: https://www.devp.org/en

