LIVING FAITH
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
John 21:1-14
After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he
showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his
disciples. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will go with
you.’ They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was
Jesus. Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’ They answered him,
‘No.’ He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.’ So
they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was
the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the lake. But the other
disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only
about a hundred yards off.
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus
said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.’ So Simon Peter went aboard
and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and though
there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’
Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because they knew it was the
Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This
was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
Would you recognize the risen Jesus if you saw Him? Even after three years spent
daily in His presence, the disciples failed to recognize him when he appeared to them
on the beach after His Resurrection. But Jesus is patient, and uses ordinary signs and
ordinary activities through which they come to know that it is indeed Him, risen as He
said.

PONDER AND DISCUSS
• Why do you think the disciples were so slow to recognize the Risen Jesus?
• Would you recognize Jesus if you met Him on the street today?
• How does Jesus show Himself in our lives today?
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Oh my! It just doesn't get any better than that. Breakfast on the beach with the risen Lord! What would have
happened if the disciples had refused to throw their nets on the right-hand side of the boat? They would have
missed out on a wonderful breakfast on the beach with Jesus. What happens when you and I refuse to do the
things Jesus has called us to do? We miss out on the wonderful blessings that he wants for us!
Father, we know that you have wonderful blessings in store for us when we faithfully follow our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. Our prayer is that we will always be obedient disciples. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
Activity and Text Used with Permission.

THE CHURCH TEACHES
After His Resurrection, as before, Jesus continues to feed his followers.
How does Jesus feed us today?

Jesus feeds us through
His Word, which we
hear proclaimed every
Sunday at Mass.

Jesus feeds us by giving
us people who love us,
support us, challenge us
and call us to be
disciples.

Jesus feeds us in the
Eucharist, in His Body
and Blood. He is truly
present in the
Eucharist.

Jesus feeds us by
giving us the gifts of
nature, to feed our
bodies and nourish
our souls.

Jesus calls us to feed
one another, to be His
hands and feet in the
world today.

How does Jesus feed you?

Watch an Ignatian video reflection on the Resurrection here.
Subscribe to our weekly Catechetical Resource: Click here.

