
LIVING FAITH 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 
Luke 12:13-21 

Someone in the crowd said to him,  
‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.’  
But he said to him, ‘Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?’  
And he said to them, ‘Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed;  
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.’  
Then he told them a parable:  
‘The land of a rich man produced abundantly.  And he thought to himself,  
“What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?”  
Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones,  
and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  
And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 
relax, eat, drink, be merry.”  
But God said to him,  
“You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you.  
And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?”  
So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves  
but are not rich towards God.’ 

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME 
We often hear people talking about “values,” and living according to values. But what are 
“values?” Values are standards or ideals with which we live, and by which we evaluate 

actions, people, things, or situations. Some examples of valued that people hold are: 
dependability, reliability, loyalty, commitment, open-mindedness, honesty, or fairness. And, of 
course, there are other values. Our actions show others what our values are. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks his disciples to think about their values. If we store up wealth, 
we show that one of our values is having possessions. If we spend time volunteering, we show 
the world that one of our values is giving to others. 

PONDER AND DISCUSS 

• Whose values do you admire?
• What about you, what are your values?
• Where did you get or receive these values?
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 
CHRISTUS VIVIT (CHRIST IS ALIVE!) 

A POST-SYNODAL EXHORTATION FROM POPE FRANCIS 
TO YOUNG PEOPLE AND THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF GOD 

MARCH 25, 2019 
CHAPTER 5 
Paths of youth 

In this chapter, Pope  Francis asks: What does it mean to 
live the years of our youth in the transforming light of the 
Gospel? He says, “We need to raise this question, 
because youth, more than a source of pride, is a gift of 
God: “To be young is a grace, a blessing”. It is a gift that 
we can squander meaninglessly, or receive with gratitude 
and live to the full.”   

Pope Francis asks us to consider how we see youth. 
“Youth is a blessed time for the young and a grace for the 
Church and for the world. It is joy, a song of hope and a 
blessing. Making the most of our youthful years entails 
seeing this season of life as worthwhile in itself, and not 
simply as a brief prelude to adulthood.” 

Pope Francis offers this advice to young people: 
“Keep following your hopes and dreams. But be 
careful about one temptation that can hold us 
back. It is anxiety. Anxiety can work against us by 
making us give up whenever we do not see 
instant results. Our best dreams are only attained 
through hope, patience and commitment, and 
not in haste. At the same time, we should not be 
hesitant, afraid to take chances or make 
mistakes. Avoid the paralysis of the living dead, 
who have no life because they are afraid to take 
risks, to make mistakes or to persevere in their 
commitments. Even if you make mistakes, you can 
always get up and start over, for no one has the 
right to rob you of hope.” 

“Dear young people, make the most of these years of your youth. Don’t observe 
life from a balcony. Don’t confuse happiness with an armchair, or live your life 

behind a screen.” Pope Francis 
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Click here for the complete text of Christus Vivit.

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20190325_christus-vivit.html


FEASTS THIS WEEK 
THE TRANSFIGURATION OF JESUS 

AUGUST 6 

The Transfiguration of Jesus is an event 
reported in the New Testament, in the 
Gospels of Matthew 17:1–8, Mark 9:2–
8, Luke 9:28–36, and the Second Epistle of 
Peter also refers to it (2 Peter 1:16–18). 

In these accounts, Jesus and three of his 
apostles, Peter, James and John go to a 
mountain (the Mount of Transfiguration) to 
pray. On the mountain, Jesus begins to shine 
with bright rays of light. Then the 
prophets Moses and Elijah appear next to 
him and he speaks with them. Jesus is then 
called "Son" by a voice in the sky, the voice 
of God the Father, as had been heard at 
the Baptism of Jesus. 

WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN? 
The Transfiguration not reveals the identity 
of Jesus as the Son of God, but the 
statement "listen to him", identifies him as 
the messenger and voice of God. 2 Peter 
1:16–18, echoes the same message: at the 
Transfiguration God assigns to Jesus a 
special "honour and glory" and it is the 
turning point at which God exalts Jesus 
above all other powers in creation, and 
positions him as ruler and judge. 
The Transfiguration also echoes the 
teaching by Jesus (as in Matthew 22:32) 
that God is not "the God of the dead, but of 
the living". Although Moses had died and 
Elijah had been taken up to heaven 
centuries before (as in 2 Kings 2:11), they 
now live in the presence of the Son of God, 
implying that the same return to life applies 
to all who face death and have faith. Icon by Theophanes the Greek, 15th century 

Reflection on the Transfiguration by Pope Francis can be found here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zpXqhkduq6w
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