LIVING FAITH

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Luke 12:49-53
‘I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!
I have a baptism with which to be baptized,
and what stress I am under until it is completed!
Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth?
No, I tell you, but rather division!
From now on, five in one household will be divided,
three against two and two against three; they will be divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’
TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
This is a very disturbing Gospel, on the surface. What is Jesus saying? Is he
advocating disputes in families? Is he saying that he actually came to bring
division?
We know that, in other places in the Gospels, Jesus prays for us to be one, he
prays for unity. In this Gospel passage, Jesus is being ironic. Jesus does not
want us to be divided from one another. Yet, divisions happen. He invites us to
think about how we might behave, what we might say or do, when we encounter
divisions in our families, in the Church, in our world.
PONDER AND DISCUSS
• How have you healed divisions in your family in the past?
• What do you think Jesus really came to do?
• How can you be a person of unity and peace, following the way of Jesus?

www.rcsj.org

Family Reflection: Exerpts from Pope Francis' message to Families at the World
Meeting of Families, Dublin Ireland, August 2018 continued...
The vocation to love and to holiness is not something reserved for a privileged few. No. Even now, if we have eyes
to see, we can see it being lived out all around us. It is silently present in the heart of all those families that offer
love, forgiveness and mercy when they see the need, and do so quietly, without great fanfare. The Gospel of the
family is truly joy for the world, since there, in our families, Jesus can always be found, dwelling in simplicity and
poverty as he did in the home of the Holy Family of Nazareth.

Christian marriage and family life are only seen in all their beauty and attractiveness if they are anchored in the
love of God, who created us in his own image, so that we might give him glory as icons of his love and holiness in
the world. Fathers and mothers, grandfathers and grandmothers, children and grandchildren: each and every one
of us. All of us are called to find, in the family, our fulfilment in love. God’s grace helps us daily to live as one in
mind and heart. Even daughters-in-law and mothers-in-law! No one said this would be easy. You know that
better than I. It is like making tea: it is easy to bring the water to a boil, but a good cup of tea takes time and
patience; it needs to brew! So it is that each day Jesus warms us with his love and lets it penetrate our whole being.
From the treasury of his Sacred Heart, he offers us the grace we need to heal our infirmities and to open our
minds and hearts to hear, understand and forgive one another.

For the complete text of Pope Francis' address click here.

Jot down some ideas from Pope Francis' message that stand out for our family...

THE CHURCH TEACHES
CHRISTUS VIVIT (CHRIST IS ALIVE!)
A POST-SYNODAL EXHORTATION FROM POPE FRANCIS
TO YOUNG PEOPLE AND THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF GOD
MARCH 25, 2019
CHAPTER 7
Youth Ministry
Pope Francis is all for Youth Ministry, but he
says, “Young people frequently fail to find in our
usual programmes a response to their concerns,
their needs, their problems and issues.” He says,
“two things have become increasingly evident: the
realization that the entire community has to be
involved in evangelizing them, and the urgent
requirement that young people take on a greater
role in pastoral outreach.”
“I wish simply to emphasize that
youth ministry involves two main
courses of action. One is
outreach, the way we attract new
young people to an experience of
the Lord. The other is growth,
the way we help those who have
already had that experience to
mature in it.”

Pope Francis says, “young people themselves are
agents of youth ministry. Certainly they need to he
helped and guided, but at the same time left free
to develop new approaches, with creativity and a
certain audacity.” He points out that young people
make the rest of the community see the need for
new styles and new strategies.

“Youth ministry has to be synodal; it should involve a “journeying
together” that values “the charisms that the Spirit bestows in
accordance with the vocation and role of each of the Church’s
members, through a process of co-responsibility... Motivated by
this spirit, we can move towards a participatory and coresponsible Church, one capable of appreciating its own rich
variety, gratefully accepting the contributions of the lay faithful,
including young people and women, consecrated persons, as well as
groups, associations and movements. No one should be
excluded or exclude themselves.”
Subscribe to our weekly catechetical resource. Click here.

FEASTS THIS WEEK
ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX
1090-1153
ABBOT AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
AUGUST 20

Bernard of Clairvaux, O.Cist was
a French abbot and a major leader in the
reform of Benedictine monasticism that
brought about the formation of the Cistercian
order. He was one of seven children born to
a noble French family. After the death of his
mother, when Bernard was only 19, he
sought admission into the Cistercian
order. He was such a compelling and
convincing speaker that 30 of his family and
friends followed him into the Cistercian order.
He founded a new monastery at Clairvaux,
on June 25, 1115, and the names of Bernard
and Clairvaux would soon become
inseparable. The abbey became too small for
its members and it was necessary to send
out bands to found new houses. Bernard
died at 63 years of age on August 20, 1153
in Clairvaux, France. He was canonized on
January 18, 1174 by Pope Alexander III. He
was named a Doctor of the Church in 1830.
St. Bernard is patron of Cistercians, the
region of Burgundy, beekeepers and
candlemakers.

THE QUEENSHIP
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
AUGUST 22

Pope Pius XII established this feast in 1954.
At the Annunciation, Gabriel announced that
Mary’s Son would receive the throne of
David and rule forever. At the Visitation,
Elizabeth calls Mary “mother of my Lord.” As
in all the mysteries of Mary’s life, she is
closely associated with Jesus: Her
queenship is a share in Jesus’ kingship. We
can also recall that in the Old Testament the
mother of the king has great influence in
court. In the fourth century Saint Ephrem
called Mary “Lady” and “Queen.” Hymns of
the 11th to 13th centuries address Mary as
queen: “Hail, Holy Queen,” “Hail, Queen of
Heaven,” “Queen of Heaven.”
The feast is a logical follow-up to the
Assumption, and is celebrated on the octave
day of that feast. In his 1954 encyclical To
the Queen of Heaven, Pius XII points out that
Mary deserves the title because she is
Mother of God, and is closely associated with
Jesus’ redemptive work, because of her
perfection, and because of her intercessory
power.

