LIVING FAITH

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Luke 13:22-30
Jesus went through one town and village after another,
teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.
Someone asked him, ‘Lord, will only a few be saved?’
He said to them, ‘Strive to enter through the narrow door;
for many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able.
When once the owner of the house has got up and shut the door,
and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door,
saying, “Lord, open to us”,
then in reply he will say to you, “I do not know where you come from.”
Then you will begin to say, “We ate and drank with you,
and you taught in our streets.”
But he will say, “I do not know where you come from;
go away from me, all you evildoers!”
There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac and
Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God,
and you yourselves thrown out.
Then people will come from east and west, from north and south, and will eat in the
kingdom of God. Indeed, some are last who will be first,
and some are first who will be last.’

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
The Gospel that we heard proclaimed today is another difficult Gospel. What is it all
about? There are many possible interpretations. The key might be in the very last line,
“some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” What is certain is
that, in the Kingdom of God, all is not as it is in other places; somethings get turned
upside down! Do we seek position and prestige? Or do we seek to serve? If we look to
Jesus, we will find our model.

PONDER AND DISCUSS
• Have you seen anyone who puts other first? … who really seeks to love and
serve?
• What would our world look like if people put others before themselves?
www.rcsj.org
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Family Reflection: Exerpts from Pope Francis' message to Families at the World
Meeting of Families, Dublin Ireland, August 2018 continued...
It is true that I like to say that in our families we need to learn three words. They are “sorry”, “please” and
“thank you”. Three words……When you quarrel at home, be sure that before going to bed you apologize and
say you are sorry. Before the day is done, make peace. Do you want to know why it is necessary to make peace
before ending the day? Because if you don’t make peace, the next day you have a “cold war” and that is very
dangerous! Watch out for cold wars in the family! Maybe you get mad sometimes and are tempted to sleep in
another room, all by yourself. If you feel that way, just knock on the door and say: “Please, can I come in?” All it
takes is a look, a kiss, a soft word… and everything is back to the way it was! I say this because when families do
this, they survive. There is no such thing as a perfect family; without the practice of forgiveness, families can
grow sick and gradually collapse.
To “forgive” means to “give” something of yourself. Jesus always forgives us. By the power of his forgiveness, we
too can forgive others, if we really want to. Isn’t that what we pray for, when we say the Our Father? Children
learn to forgive when they see their parents forgiving one another. If we understand this, we can appreciate the
grandeur of Jesus’ teaching about fidelity in marriage. Far from a cold legal obligation, it is above all a powerful
promise of God’s own fidelity to his word and his unfailing grace. Christ died for us so that we, in turn, might
forgive and be reconciled with one another. In this way, as individuals and as families, we can know the truth of
Saint Paul’s words that, when all else passes away, “love never ends”” (1 Cor 13:8)

Jot down some ideas from Pope Francis' message that stand out for our family...

Watch video footage of Pope Francis' address to familes at Croke Park, Dublin here.

THE CHURCH TEACHES
CHRISTUS VIVIT (CHRIST IS ALIVE!)
A POST-SYNODAL EXHORTATION FROM POPE FRANCIS
TO YOUNG PEOPLE AND THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF GOD
MARCH 25, 2019
CHAPTER 8
Vocation
Pope Francis writes, “The word “vocation” can be
understood in a broad sense as a calling from God,
including the call to life, the call to friendship with him,
the call to holiness, and so forth. This is helpful, since it
situates our whole life in relation to the God who loves
us. It makes us realize that nothing is the result of pure
chance but that everything in our lives can become a
way of responding to the Lord, who has a wonderful plan
for us.”
Pope Francis writes that we are all called to
missionary service, going out of ourselves to
serve others. “To respond to our vocation, we
need to foster and develop all that we are. This
has nothing to do with inventing ourselves or
creating ourselves out of nothing. It has to do
with finding our true
selves in the light of God and letting our lives
flourish and bear fruit.
Pope Francis speaks of the vocation to marriage and the
vocation to consecrated life. And he says, “For those
who are not called to marriage or the consecrated life,
it must always be remembered that the first and most
important vocation is the vocation we have received in
baptism. Those who are single… can offer a particular
witness to that vocation through their own path of
personal growth.”
Jesus is walking in our midst, as he did in Galilee. He walks through our streets, and he
quietly stops and looks into our eyes. His call is attractive and intriguing.
Read the full text of Christus Vivit here.
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FEASTS THIS WEEK
A MOTHER AND SON
ST. MONICA (322-387)
AUGUST 27
ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430)
AUGUST 28

Because of her name and place of birth,
Monica is assumed to have been born in
Thagaste, Algeria). She was married to
Patricius, a Roman pagan, who held an
official position in Tagaste. Patricius had a
violent temper. Monica's alms, deeds and
prayer habits annoyed Patricius, but it is said
that he always held her in respect.
Monica had three children who survived
infancy: sons Augustine and Navigius and
daughter Perpetua. Unable to secure
baptism for them, she grieved heavily when
Augustine fell ill. In her distress she asked
Patricius to allow Augustine to be baptized;
he agreed, then withdrew this consent when
the boy recovered.
Augustine turned to wayward ways, and
Monica drove him away from her table. She
visited a bishop who consoled her with the
now famous words, "the child of those tears
shall never perish." Monica followed her
wayward son to Rome, and Milan, where he
had gone secretly. Here she
found Ambrose and through him she
ultimately had the joy of seeing Augustine
convert to Christianity after years of
resistance. Monica died six months later at
Ostia, the port near Rome.
Watch a video about St.
Monica here.

Augustine was born at Tagaste, in Algeria.
He was the son of Monica and Patricius,
a Roman African, early Christian
theologian and philosopher from whose
writings influenced the development
of Western Christianity and Western
philosophy. He was the bishop of Hippo
Regius in north Africa and is viewed as one
of the most important Church Fathers in
Western Christianity. Among his most
important works are The City of God, On
Christian Doctrine and Confessions.
Believing that the grace of Christ was
indispensable to human freedom, he helped
formulate the doctrine of original sin and
made seminal contributions to the
development of just war theory.
Augustine is recognized as a saint in the
Catholic Church, the Eastern Christian
Church, and the Anglican Communion and
as a Doctor of the Church. His memorial is
celebrated on 28 August, the day of his
death. Augustine is the patron saint of
brewers, printers, theologians, the alleviation
of sore eyes, and a number of cities and
dioceses.
Watch a video about Augustine here.

