LIVING FAITH

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Luke 14:1, 7-14
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honour,
he told them a parable.
‘When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet,
do not sit down at the place of honour,
in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host;
and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you,
“Give this person your place”,
and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place.
But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place,
so that when your host comes, he may say to you, “Friend, move up higher”;
then you will be honoured in the presence of all who sit at the table with you.
For all who exalt themselves will be humbled,
and those who humble themselves will be exalted.’
He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon or a
dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich
neighbours, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the
blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’
TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
This Gospel passage follows directly on from the passage that we heard
proclaimed last week. The teaching is simple and straightforward this time: give
to those who cannot repay you. Your generosity mirrors God’s generosity when
you give to those who can never give back. Only then is your generosity a gift.
PONDER AND DISCUSS
• Who do you know, or know of, whose generosity reminds you of Jesus?
• What can you do to become more like Jesus?
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AS WE PREPARE TO RETURN TO SCHOOL

Subscribe to our weekly catechetical resource. Click here.

THE CHURCH TEACHES
CHRISTUS VIVIT (CHRIST IS ALIVE!)
A POST-SYNODAL EXHORTATION FROM POPE FRANCIS
TO YOUNG PEOPLE AND THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF GOD
MARCH 25, 2019
CHAPTER 9
Discernment
Pope Francis says, “discernment, “even though it includes
reason and prudence, goes beyond them, for it seeks a
glimpse of that unique and mysterious plan that God has for
each of us… It has to do with the meaning of my life before
the Father who knows and loves me, and with the real
purpose of my life, which nobody knows better than he”.
Pope Francis tells us that discernment requires
silence. “Yet this silence does not make us close in
on ourselves. “We must remember that prayerful
discernment has to be born of an openness to
listening – to the Lord and to others, and to reality
itself, which always challenges us in new ways. Only
if we are prepared to listen, do we have the
freedom to set aside our own partial or insufficient
ideas… In this way, we become truly open to
accepting a call that can shatter our security, but
lead us to a better life.”
“When seeking to discern our own vocation, there are certain questions we ought to ask.
We should not start with wondering where we could make more money, or achieve
greater recognition and social status. Nor even by asking what kind of work would be
most pleasing to us. If we are not to go astray, we need a different starting point. We
need to ask: Do I know myself, quite apart from my illusions and emotions? Do I know
what brings joy or sorrow to my heart? What are my strengths and weaknesses? These
questions immediately give rise to others: How can I serve people better and prove
most helpful to our world and to the Church? What is my real place in this world? What
can I offer to society? Even more realistic questions then follow: Do I have the
abilities needed to offer this kind of service? Could I develop those abilities?”
The full text of Christus Vivit can be found here.

FEASTS THIS WEEK

ST. GREGORY THE GREAT
POPE AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
Pope Saint Gregory I (c. 540 – 12
March 604), commonly known
as Saint Gregory the Great, was
Pope from 3 September 590 to 12
March 604 AD. He is famous for
instigating the first recorded largescale mission from Rome,
the Gregorian Mission, to convert the
Anglo-Saxons in England to
Christianity. Gregory is also well
known for his writings, which were
more prolific than those of any of his
predecessors as Pope. Throughout
the Middle Ages, he was known as
"the Father of Christian Worship"
because of his exceptional efforts in
revising the Roman worship of his
day. In his younger adulthood, he
spent time as a monk. He was a
brilliant theologian and gifted orator,
and was called upon to clarify
teachings and mediate disputes. He
became very well-known for this.
The mainstream form of
Western plainchant, standardized in
the late 9th century, was attributed to
Pope Gregory I and so took the
name of Gregorian chant.
Gregory the Great is a Doctor of the
Church and Patron Saint of
musicians, singers, students, and
teachers.

Watch a video about St. Gregory here.

