LIVING FAITH
SEPTEMBER 8, 2019
23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Luke 14:25-33

Now large crowds were travelling with him; and he turned and said to
them, ‘Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my
disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise,
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to
ridicule him, saying, “This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” Or
what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes
against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far
away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none
of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.’
TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
Do you think that Jesus literally meant that, in order to follow Him, we have to
hate our family members, and even hate life itself? No. He certainly did not mean
for us to take his words so literally. The point that Jesus was probably trying to
make is that if we do not love Jesus, then all of our other efforts are empty. Like
the person building the tower, and like the king considering going to battle in the
stories that Jesus tells today, we all have to give some serious thought to our
priorities, and get things in order. If our possessions tie us down, rather than give
us the freedom to follow Jesus, we need to re-evaluate things. If our relationships
lead us away from Jesus and the fullness of life that Jesus promised, then we
need to re-evaluate things and adjust our priorities.
PONDER AND DISCUSS
• How have you heard Jesus’ call to follow Him, to be His disciple?
• What does being a disciple affect the way you live your life?
• How do others know that you are a disciple of Jesus?
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This month, many students and teachers are headed back to school. Pray these prayers from Catholic
Household Blessings and Prayers on your own or with your family as students and teachers begin a
new school year.
Prayers to Begin a School Year
God of wisdom and might,
we praise you for the wonder of our being,
for mind, body and spirit.
Be with our children as they begin
a new school year.
Bless them and their teachers and staff.
Give the strength and grace as their bodies grow;
wisdom and knowledge to their minds
as they search for understanding;
and peace and zeal to their hearts.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer for Students
Lord our God,
in your wisdom and love
you surround us with the mysteries of the universe.
Send your spirit upon these students
and fill them with your wisdom and blessings.
Grant that they may devote themselves to their studies
and draw ever closer to you,
the source of all knowledge.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer for Teachers
Lord God, your spirit of wisdom fills the earth
and teaches us in your ways.
Look upon these teachers.
Let them strive to share their knowledge with gentle patience
and endeavor always to bring the truth to eager minds.
Grant that we may follow Jesus Christ, the way, the truth and the life,
forever and ever.
Amen.

PRAYING WITH POPE FRANCIS

Subscribe to our weekly catechetical resource. Click here.

THE CHURCH TEACHES
THROUGH BAPTISM, WE ARE ALL MISSIONARY DISCIPLES
(Remarks during the Angelus, July 15, 2018)
"The missionary disciple has first of all
a center, a point of reference, which is
the person of Jesus."
"It is not an initiative of individual
believers, groups or even large
groups, but it is the Church's mission
inseparably united with her Lord. No
Christian proclaims the Gospel 'on
his or her own,' but only as one sent
by the Church who received the
mandate from Christ himself."
The second characteristic of the style of
the missionary is… a face, the heart of
which is a poverty of the means. The
Twelve, in fact, are ordered "to take
nothing but a stick for the journey: neither
bread nor bag, nor money in the belt" (v.
8). The Master wants them to remain free
and light, without support and without
favours, secure only in the love of the one
who sends them, remaining strong only
on the power of his word which they go to
announce.
Every Christian is a missionary to the
extent that he or she has encountered
the love of God in Christ Jesus: we no
longer say that we
are “disciples” and “missionaries,” but
rather that we are always “missionary
disciples.”

