LIVING FAITH
SEPTEMBER 15, 2019
24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Luke 15:1-10

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes
sinners and eats with them.’
So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after
the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends
and neighbours, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that
was lost.” Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance.
‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light
a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbours, saying, “Rejoice with me,
for I have found the coin that I had lost.” Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.’
TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
Jesus loved to tell stories, stories with a point, stories that teach about what God
is like. In the Gospel that we heard today, Jesus tells two stories, both of which
have exactly the same point. The point is that God goes looking for the lost. God
has a special place in God’s heart for those who are lost, who are on the edge,
who are invisible to others. You and I are made in God’s image and likeness,
with a special place in our heart for lost people, marginalized people, invisible
people. Our mission is to search for them.
PONDER AND DISCUSS
• When you think of lost people, invisible people or marginalized people, who
do you see in your mind’s eye?
• What can you do today to reach out to someone who is lost?
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THE CHURCH TEACHES
WE ARE “A CHURCH THAT GOES FORTH”
“Each individual Christian and every
community is called to be an
instrument of God for the liberation
and promotion of the poor, and for
enabling them to be fully a part of
society” (Evangelii Gaudium, #187).
“A true ecological approach always
becomes a social approach: it must
integrate questions of justice in debates
on the environment, so as to hear both the
cry of the earth and the cry of the poor”
(Laudato Si’, # 49).

“Christian families should never forget
that ‘faith does not remove us from the
world, but draws us more deeply into
it… Each of us, in fact, has a special
role in preparing for the coming of God’s
kingdom in our world.’ Families should
not see themselves as a refuge from
society, but instead go forth from their
homes in a spirit of solidarity with
others. In this way, they become a hub
for integrating persons into society and
a point of contact between the public
and private spheres” (Amoris Laetitia, 181).
“Hope is the force that drives the hearts of those who depart, leaving
home, their homeland, at times their relatives and families — I am
thinking of the migrants — in search of a better life which is worthier
of them and their loved ones. And it is also the impulse in the heart of
those who welcome: the desire to encounter, to get to know each other,
to dialogue. . . . Hope is the force that drives us ‘to share the journey,’
because the journey is made jointly . . . . Christ himself asks us to
welcome our brother and sister migrants and refugees with open arms,
with arms wide open” (General Audience, Sept. 27, 2017).

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK
ST. MATTHEW (EVANGELIST)
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

Matthew is also known in the New
Testament as Levi. He was on of the
twelve apostles of Jesus. The first
Gospel to appear in the New
Testament is attributed to him; thus,
Matthew is one of the four Evangelists.
Among the early followers and
apostles of Jesus, Matthew is
mentioned in Matthew
9:9 and Matthew 10:3 as a tax
collector who, while at work
in Capernaum, was called to follow
Jesus. Matthew was a learned man,
and so he is often pictured carrying an
open book.
Later Church fathers such
as Irenaeus and Clement of
Alexandria claim that Matthew
preached the Gospel to the Jewish
community in Judea, before going to
other countries. The Roman Catholic
Church and the Orthodox Church each
hold the tradition that Matthew died as
a martyr.

Matthew is the patron saint of
accountants and bankers.

PRAYER TO ST. MATTHEW

O Glorious St. Matthew, in your Gospel you portray Jesus as the longed-for
Messiah who fulfilled the Prophets of the Old Covenant and as the new Lawgiver
who founded a Church of the New Covenant.
Obtain for us the grace to see Jesus living in his Church and to follow his
teachings in our lives on earth so that we may live forever with him in heaven.
Watch a video about St. Matthew here.
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