
LIVING FAITH 
NOVEMBER 17, 2019 
33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 

Luke 21:5-19 
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and 
gifts dedicated to God, he said, ‘As for these things that you see, the days will come when not 
one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.’ 

They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take 
place?’ And he said, ‘Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and 
say, “I am he!” and, “The time is near!” Do not go after them. 

‘When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place 
first, but the end will not follow immediately.’ Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places 
famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 

‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my 
name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your 
defence in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be 
able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives 
and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my 
name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls. 

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME 
In the Gospel today, Jesus makes a simple, and very profound, point. Many things get in 
the way of your doing good and living in the light of Christ. Many things will conspire to try 
to rob you of your hope and sense of purpose. These could be world events, people’s 
disillusionment, predictions that the end is near or that all the good that you do is pointless, 
these temptations take many forms. Don’t give in. Keep your eyes and your heart glued on 
God, on good, on hope, and keep doing good.  

PONDER AND DISCUSS 

• What keeps you believing in God?
• What gives you hope?
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THE CHURCH TEACHES PEACE 

And the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, 

will guard your hearts 
and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:7 

Peace is not merely an absence of war; 
nor can it be reduced solely to the 
maintenance of a balance of power 
between enemies; nor is it brought about 
by dictatorship.  Instead, it is rightly 
and appropriately called an enterprise of 
justice. 
- Second Vatican Council, Gaudium et
Spes, 78

There is no true peace without fairness, 
truth, justice, and solidarity. 
- Saint John Paul II, 2000 World Day of
Peace, 13

In a state of peace, people can live 
securely with their legitimately earned 
property and freely exchange goods with 
one another. In peace the dignity and 
the right of self-determination of 
individuals and of peoples are respected. 
In peace human coexistence is 
characterized by brotherly solidarity. 
- YOUCAT 395
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FEASTS THIS WEEK 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21 

THE PRESENTATION  
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

 Since the Virgin Mary's role in the 
mystery of Christ and the Spirit has been 
treated, it is fitting now to consider her 
place in the mystery of the Church. "The 
Virgin Mary . . . is acknowledged and 
honoured as being truly the Mother of God 
and of the redeemer. . . . She is 'clearly 
the mother of the members of Christ' . . . 
since she has by her charity joined in 
bringing about the birth of believers in the 
Church, who are members of its head." 
"Mary, Mother of Christ, Mother of the 
Church.” CCC, 963 

WISH A HAPPY FEAST DAY TO A 
PRESENTATION SISTER TODAY 

Mary's role in the Church is inseparable 
from her union with Christ and flows 
directly from it. "This union of the 
mother with the Son in the work of 
salvation is made manifest from the time 
of Christ's virginal conception up to his 
death"; it is made manifest above all at 
the hour of his Passion: Thus the Blessed 
Virgin advanced in her pilgrimage of faith, 
and faithfully persevered in her union 
with her Son unto the cross. There she 
stood, in keeping with the divine plan, 
enduring with her only begotten Son the 
intensity of his suffering, joining herself 
with his sacrifice in her mother's heart, 
and lovingly consenting to the immolation 
of this victim, born of her: to be given, by 
the same Christ Jesus dying on the cross, 
as a mother to his disciple, with these 
words: "Woman, behold your son." CCC, 964 

Watch a short reflection about this Feastday here.

https://youtu.be/VgyZ9e8YX2M
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