LIVING FAITH

NOVEMBER 24, 2019
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Luke 23:35-43

And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He
saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen
one!’ The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and
saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ There was also an
inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the other rebuked him, saying,
‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting
what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he
said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ He replied, ‘Truly
I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
When a person is Baptized—whether we are an infant, a child or an adult—we
are baptized priest, prophet and king. We are baptized into the life of Jesus, and
into the life of His Body, the Church. What kind of king is Jesus? He tells us, in
today’s Gospel: “… I came into the world, to testify to the truth.” So… if we share
in the kingship of Jesus, how are we to be in the world? First, we listen to Jesus:
“Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” We are changed by
listening to Him. We are called to be people of truth in today’s world.

PONDER AND DISCUSS
•
•
•
•

How can you be a person who witnesses to the truth?
What is the truth that our world needs to hear?
Who will speak the truth?
What is the truth that you need to hear?
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THE CHURCH
TEACHES
THE LITURGICAL YEAR
Next Sunday, December 1, 2019, we begin a new Liturgical Year. The
Liturgical Year begins with the First Sunday of Advent. In the liturgical calendar,
Year A is the year in which we will hear the Gospel of Matthew proclaimed,
except in Easter Season.
Next week, we will learn more about the Gospel of Matthew. For now, here is a
map of how the Liturgical Year is structured.
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FEASTS THIS WEEK
ST. ANDREW,
APOSTLE AND MARTYR
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30

In the New Testament,
we learn that Andrew
was the first Apostle to
be called by Jesus. He
was the brother of St.
Peter, and both were
fishermen before Jesus
called them to be “fishers
of people.”
In the gospels, Andrew is
referred to as being close
to Jesus, and therefore
present on some
important occasions.
Andrew told Jesus about
the boy with the loaves
and fishes (John 6:8),
and when Philip wanted
to tell Jesus about certain
Greeks seeking Him, he
told Andrew first (John
12:20–22). Andrew was
present at the Last
Supper. Andrew was also
one of the four disciples
who came to Jesus on
the Mount of Olives to
ask about the signs
of Jesus' return at the
"end of the age"

Ancient tradition tells us that, after he received the
gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Andrew
preached along the Black Sea and the Dnieper river
as far as Kiev, and from there he traveled
to Novgorod. Hence, he became a patron
saint of Ukraine, Romania and Russia.
Andrew is said to have been martyred by
crucifixion at the city of Patras (Patræ) in Achaea.
Tradition tells us that Andrew was martyred on an
X-shaped cross, which we now call “St. Andrew’s
Cross.” We see this on the flags of Scotland, the
United Kingdom, and Nova Scotia. St. Andrew is
patron saint of Scotland.
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Watch a short video about St. Andrew here.

