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     Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. John’s, NL 

 

Archbishop’s 2019 Christmas Message 
 
Dear People of the Archdiocese of St. John’s: 
 
At Christmas, we celebrate God’s love for us taking human form through the birth of His 
Son Jesus as a baby born to a poor couple in Bethlehem of Judea.  It is a religious 
solemnity through which we praise God for this gift of His love and in which we are 
reminded that love is often made incarnate in small, quiet and hidden ways. 
 
Christmas is a very special time for us and for our society.  It is a celebration that calls 
forth the best in us, inviting us to be generous, loving and kind, not just to family and 
friends, but also to the sick, the suffering, the lonely and those who are most in need.  It 
invites us to remember that love is real and is meant to be shared, and that it is by 
sharing it that we receive it, are blessed by it, and we ourselves become a blessing. 
 
In reflecting on how love is made real, shared and a blessing in the Archdiocese of St. 
John’s, the RUAH Counselling Centre and the Chaplaincy services offered at Her 
Majesty’s Penitentiary, the Health Sciences Centre, St. Clare’s Mercy Hospital the 
Waterford Hospital, Pleasantview Towers and other senior’s homes, come immediately 
to mind for me.  I am grateful for the kindness, care and love shared in these institutions 
by volunteers, counsellors and chaplains.  I deeply appreciate the generous financial 
assistance given by so many in support of these ministries especially through the annual 
Archbishop’s Dinner and Auction and the Archbishop’s Appeal Campaign. The support 
and love shared is a great blessing to many and a wonderful witness to Christ’s love 
made manifest by those who declare themselves Christians.  
 
As we prepare to celebrate the Solemnity of Christmas this year, I also wish to take this 
opportunity to thank those who are involved in the many other outreaches and services 
sponsored by, supported by and/or provided by the Religious Congregations, parishes 
and individuals of our Archdiocese.  May God bless you abundantly during this Christmas 
season for your lived out Christian witness. 
 
I hope that this Christmas will be one in which each of us will give and receive the 
blessing of love shared and treasured.   Asking that you join with me in praying for God’s 
love to become ever more incarnate through the generosity, sharing and kindness of all 
of us who bear the name of “Christian”, I remain, 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
+Peter Hundt 

Archbishop of St. John’s, NL 


