LIVING FAITH
December 22, 2019
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Matthew 1:18-24
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.
Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.
But just when he had resolved to do this,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.’
All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife.

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
Most of us are familiar with the version of the story of the Annunciation that is told in
Luke’s Gospel, in which Mary receives a visit from an angel, who tells her that she is to
be the mother of the Son of God. But in today’s Gospel, taken from Matthew’s version
of the story, the angel appears not to Mary, but to Joseph. To dwell on the difference
between the two stories is to miss the point. The point is that God loves us so much
that God desired to walk among us, to take on human flesh and become one of us. God
becomes human so that we might all become more like God. The point of the story is
love.

PONDER AND DISCUSS
• God so loved the world that God sent Jesus to walk among us.
• How does Jesus walk with you today? Where do you recognize His
presence?
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Watch an Advent video here.

THE CHURCH TEACHES
EMMANUEL—GOD-WITH-US
Today, we heard a reading from the first chapter of
Matthew’s gospel. In it, we are told that the expected child
Messiah or Christ-child is ‘God-with-us’, Emmanuel.
Matthew’s gospel will conclude with the assurance of the
resurrected Christ, “And remember, I am with you always,
to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).
How do you need God to be with you?

God’s greatest gift is being with us. We are made in the
image and likeness of God. Being with others is the
greatest gift that we can give to them.
Who needs you to be with them?

Sometimes, God uses other people as a means of
being with us.
Who has been God-with-you in your life?

Sometimes, God uses you to be God’s presence for
others.
For whom have you been the presence of God?
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AS CHRISTMAS APPROACHES
SOME FAMILY ACTIVITIES
BLESSING THE CHRISTMAS TREE
Loving God,
let your blessing come upon us
as we illumine this tree.
May the light and cheer it gives
be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts.
May all who delight in this tree
come to the knowledge and joy of your
great and wonderful love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

AN IRISH CHRISTMAS BLESSING
“The light of the Christmas star to you,
The warmth of home and hearth to you,
The cheer and good will of friends to you,
The hope of a childlike heart to you,
The joy of a thousand angels to you,
The love of the Son,
And God’s peace to you.”

BLESSING THE CHRISTMAS CRIB
God of all,
bless all who look upon this manger;
may it remind us of the humble birth of
Jesus,
and raise our thoughts to him,
who is God-with-us and Savior of all,
and who lives and reigns
forever and ever.
Amen.

Dear Lord, don't let us miss You this Christmas season. Help us to simplify our activities and
traditions so we can focus our celebration on Your birth. Thank You for being the Prince of
Peace, and we ask You for that peace to reign in our hearts, our home and our world. Thank
You for the simple but life-changing message of Your love for us. In Jesus' Name, Amen.
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