LIVING FAITH

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
JANUARY 26, 2020

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Matthew 4:12-23
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were
fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for
people.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he
saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat
with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they
left the boat and their father, and followed him.

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
In his earthly life, Jesus called ordinary people to do extraordinary things. The
first missionary disciples were ordinary fishermen, two sets of brothers—Simon
and Andrew, James and John. What were the skills or qualities that Jesus saw in
them that Jesus thought would be helpful in the mission of proclaiming and
building the Kingdom of God? What qualities does Jesus see in you, that would
be helpful in building the Kingdom of God today? Maybe there’s a hint in the fact
that they were two sets of brothers. Knowing how to get along in a family, and
having good support from sisters and brothers, might be helpful qualities for
missionary disciples. Fishermen are patient; they have to wait for the fish to show
up. Sometimes they have to wait for a very long time. Fishermen know just what
kind of bait will catch a certain kind of fish.
PONDER AND DISCUSS
• What were the skills or qualities that Jesus saw in them that Jesus thought
would be helpful in the mission of proclaiming and building the Kingdom of
God?
• What qualities does Jesus see in you, that would be helpful in building the
Kingdom of God today?
• How do people become interested in Jesus today?

www.rcsj.org
© 2019 Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. John's

Adapted from: Vatican News, September 30, 2019

Read more about Sunday of the Word of God here.
Over the coming weeks, we will explore the Bible in greater detail.
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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS (1225 – 7 March 1274)
PRIEST AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
JANUARY 28

Thomas Aquinas was an Italian Dominican
friar, philosopher, Catholic priest, and Doctor of the
Church. An immensely influential philosopher and
theologian. His best-known works are the Disputed
Questions on Truth (1256–1259), the Summa contra
Gentiles (1259–1265), and the unfinished but
massively influential Summa Theologica (1265–
1274). Thomas Aquinas regarded Theology as a
science, and approached the study of theology with
the rigour of a scientist, establishing theology as an
area of academic pursuit right down to the present
day.

St. Thomas Aquinas is the patron
saint of:
• Academics;
• against storms;
• against lightning;
• apologists;
• Aquino, Italy;
• book sellers;
• Catholic academies,
schools, and universities;
• chastity;
• learning;
• pencil makers;
• philosophers;
• publishers;
• scholars;
• students.
• theologians.

Many people who have never heard of St. Thomas
Aquinas know some of his Eucharistic hymns. They
have touched hearts and are commonly sung right
down to our present day. Thomas Aquinas was
canonized on July 18, 1323, and named a Doctor of
the Church in 1567.
One of Thomas Aquinas’ most famous Another famous Eucharistic hymn is
Eucharistic hymns is “O Salutaris” or
“Tantum Ergo”, which is every Holy
“O Saving Victim”, which is often sung Thursday:
Down in adoration falling,
at exposition of the Blessed
Lo! the sacred Host we hail,
Sacrament:
Lo! o’er ancient forms departing
Newer rites of grace prevail;
O saving Victim, op’ning wide
The gate of heav’n to man below!
Faith for all defects supplying,
Our foes press on from ev’ry side:
Where the feeble senses fail.
Thine aid supply, Thy strength bestow.
To Thy great name be endless praise,
Immortal Godhead, One in Three!
O grant us endless length of days
In our true native land, with Thee.
Amen.
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To the everlasting Father
And the Son Who reigns on high,
With the Holy Ghost proceeding
Forth from Each eternally,
Be salvation, honor, blessing,
Might, and endless majesty.
Amen.

THIS WEEK THE CHURCH REMEMBERS
ST. JOHN BOSCO, FRIEND AND TEACHER OF YOUTH
John Bosco, also known as Giovanni Melchiorre
Bosco and Don Bosco, was born in Becchi, Italy, on
August 16, 1815. At the age of two, John lost his
father, leaving him and his two older brothers to be
raised by his mother, Margherita. His "Mama
Margherita Occhiena" would herself be declared
venerable by the Church in 2006.
Raised primarily by his mother, John attended church
and became very devout. They were very poor, but
despite their poverty his mother also found enough to
share with the homeless who sometimes came to the
door seeking food, shelter or clothing. John entered
the seminary and following six years of study and
preparation, he was ordained a priest in 1841.

While visiting the prisons, Fr. Bosco noticed a large
number of boys, between the ages of 12 and 18,
inside. The conditions were deplorable, and he felt
moved to do more to help other boys from ending up
there. He went into the streets and started to meet
young men and boys where they worked and played.
He used his talents as a performer, doing tricks to
capture attention, then sharing with the children his
message for the day.
When he was not preaching, Fr. Bosco worked
tirelessly seeking work for boys who needed it, and
searching for lodgings for others. His mother began to
help him, and she became known as "Mamma
Margherita." By the 1860s, Fr. Bosco and his mother
were responsible for lodging 800 boys.
Fr. Bosco also negotiated new rights for boys who
were employed as apprentices. In 1859, Fr. Bosco
established the Society of St. Francis de Sales. Fr.
Bosco died on January 31, 1888. St. John Bosco was
canonized on Easter Sunday, 1934 and he was given
the title, "Father and Teacher of Youth."
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• Where does the
Church need a John
Bosco today?
• What should we, as a
Church, be doing for
young people today?

