LIVING FAITH

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY
TIME THE PRESENTATION OF THE
LORD WORLD DAY OF
CONSECRATED LIFE
FEBRUARY 2, 2020

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Luke 2:22-32
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is
stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him
in his arms and praised God, saying,
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.’

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
In today’s Gospel, there is a wonderful scene in which a senior—a wise and holy man named
Simeon—takes the child Jesus in his arms and thanks God that he has been allowed to see
and hold this child. This is a beautiful image for seniors in our Church and our world. Many
people talk of seniors in terms of diminishment and failing health. Simeon presents us with
another image- one who is full of life and energy, still looking for and finding hope, still able to
bless the young by his words and presence.
PONDER AND DISCUSS

• If you are a senior, what gifts do you offer to your family, Church and
community?
• If you are younger, is there a senior who inspires you? Who is it? How does
she or he inspire you?
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Subscribe to our weekly catechetical resource. Click here.

THE CHURCH TEACHES
WORLD DAY FOR CONSECRATED LIFE
FEBRUARY 2
What is “consecrated life”? Those men and women
who live what we describe as “consecrated life”
are those who have consecrated their lives to
God by the vows of chastity, poverty and
obedience. In our Archdiocese, these include
Sisters of Mercy, Presentation Sisters, Edmund
Rice Christian Brothers, Redemptorists,
Jesuits and Vocationists. There are also some
who live other forms of consecrated life.
In 1997, Pope Saint John Paul II instituted a day of
prayer for women and men in consecrated life. This
celebration is attached to the Feast of the
Presentation of the Lord on February 2nd. This Feast is
also known as Candlemas Day; the day on which candles
are blessed symbolizing Christ who is the light of the
world. So too, those in consecrated life are called to
reflect the light of Jesus Christ to all peoples. The
celebration of World Day for Consecrated Life is
transferred to the following Sunday in order to
highlight the gift of consecrated persons for the whole
Church.
"This then is the consecrated life: praise which
gives joy to God’s people, prophetic vision that
reveals what counts. Consecrated life is not about
survival… this is the temptation of our days, in
the face of declining vocations. No, it is not about
survival, but new life. “But… there are only a few
of us…” – it’s about new life. It is a living
encounter with the Lord in his people. It is a call
to the faithful obedience of daily life and to the
unexpected surprises from the Spirit. It is a
vision of what we need to embrace in order to
experience joy: Jesus" --Pope Francis, Homily on
February 2, 2019
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THIS WEEK THE CHURCH REMEMBERS
St. Agatha
February 5th

St. Agatha, also known as Agatha of
Sicily, is one of the most highly venerated
virgin martyrs of the Catholic Church. It is
believed that she was born around 231 in
either Catania or Palermo, Sicily to a rich
and noble family.
From her very early years, the notably
beautiful Agatha dedicated her life to
God.
One of the men who desired Agatha,
whose was Quintianus. His persistent
proposals were consistently turned down
by Agatha, so Quintianus, knowing she
was a Christian during the persecution of
Decius, had her arrested and brought
before the judge. He was the Judge.
Agatha died around 251 A.D.

St. Agatha is the patron saint of:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sicily, and its capital, Palermo,
bellfounders,
breast cancer patients,
rape victims, and
wet nurses.
She is also considered to be a
powerful intercessor when
people suffer from fires.

Did anything you read about St.
Agatha inspire you?
Watch a short video about St. Agatha here.
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