LIVING FAITH

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
MAY 24, 2020

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Matthew 28:16-20

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed

them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said
to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you. And remember,
| am with you always, to the end of the age.’

GOSPEL REFLECTION

Every time this solemnity comes around, | imagine the disciples standing and looking up into
heaven as Jesus leaves, and then lowering their heads, looking around at one another and
someone murmurs, “Now what?”

The Ascension marks a definitive moment for the apostles and disciples of Jesus. Jesus has
left them post-resurrection. They now have to figure out how they are going to live their lives in
light of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.

Like the early Church, we now possess the mandate to go and baptize, teach and remember
that Jesus is with us just as much today as he was back in their day. Our time is radically
different than the disciple’s times. And yet, our faith remains the same: we care called to
proclaim a Gospel of life and of repentance which bring a fresh start. We are called to
proclaim a Gospel that says the poor, the marginalized, the estranged all matter in God’s eyes.
Jesus came with a particular love for them. Now it is us who have to consider who fills the
ranks of these groups today. Now it is our task to discover how can we preach the Gospel in a
way that is relevant, welcoming and open to the people of our time. This is both a challenge
and an opportunity. These times call for a different approach; as the Redemptorist saint
Clement Hofbauer once said, “preach the Gospel ever anew”. What are some of these new
ways? Well, | think we are called to be humble, to respect differences, to speak our truth with
authenticity, but do so in way that respects the diversity of our time, and to engage with those
beyond our walls.

WHAT ABOUT US?

e How can you proclaim the Gospel in your own situation?
e Who needs to hear the Gospel proclaimed today as Good News for them?
e What are some of the ways you can think of that this can be accompalished?
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Solemnity of the Ascension

Jesus asks us to teach about Him in our
world today. As a family, draw or write
down some ways we can teach about
Jesus this coming week...

Subscribe to our weekly Catechetical Resource. E-mail: Familycatechesis@rcsj.org


mailto:Familycatechesis@rcsj.org

THE CHURCH TEACHES
LAUDATO SI' WEEK MAY 16-24

THEME: EVERYTHING IS CONNECTED
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PRAYER

Laudato S’

Loving God,

Creator of heaven and earth and all that is in them.,
You created us in your own image and made us
stewards of all your creation.

You blessed us with the sun, water and bountiful land
so that all might be nourished.

Open our minds and touch our hearts, ‘1
so that we may attend to your gift of creation.

Help us to be conscious that our common home
belongs not only to us, but to all of your creatures and
to all future generations, and that it is our
responsibility to preserve it.

May we help each person secure the food and
resources that they need.

gl

Be present to those in need in these trying times,
especially the poorest and those most at risk of being
left behind.

Transform our fear and feelings of isolation into hope
and fraternity so that we may experience a true
conversion of the heart.

Help us to show creative solidarity in addressing the
consequences of this global pandemic,

Make us courageous to embrace the changes that are
needed in search of the common good,

Now more than ever may we feel that we are all
interconnected and interdependent,

Enable us to listen and respond to the cry of the earth
and the cry of the poor.

May the present sufferings be the birth pangs of a
more fraternal and sustainable world.

Under the loving gaze of Mary Help of Christians, we
make this prayer through Christ our Lord.
Amen
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(Praise be te You)
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Pope Francis has asked designated May 24,
2020, as special worldwide day of prayer.
May 24, 2020 is the fifth anniversary of Pope
Francis’ landmark encyclical, Laudato Si’, on
Care for Our Common Home, which was
signed on 24 May 2015.

As we honour the encyclical during Laudato Si’
Week, our world is deeply affected by the
coronavirus pandemic. The principles in
Laudato Si’ can help us reshape the world that
will arise after the pandemic has passed. The
present crisis is an opportunity to start anew,
and to make sure that the world that arises
after this crisis has passed is sustainable and
just.

Laudato Si’ tells us that “everything is
connected” and tragically, this health
catastrophe has much in common with the
ecological catastrophe. Both are global
emergencies that will affect many people, both
directly and indirectly. Both are experienced
most deeply by the poor and vulnerable, and
both expose the deep injustices in our
societies. Both will be solved only through a
united effort that calls on the best of the values
we share.

Laudato Si’ has been welcomed as a
document of deep and abiding beauty, and it
has prompted people around the world to
reflect more deeply on Creator and creation.
Its vision of integral ecology, which sees
connections between how we treat God,
nature, and each other, offers simple but

profound truths about the bonds that unite us. »

LAUDATO SI' WEEK
MAY 16-24, 2020

The theme of Laudato Si’ Week is
“everything is connected.” During Laudato
Si’ Week, we come together as one people
around the world to prayerfully discern the
lessons of this moment. While the world is
experiencing a great crisis, we must take
this opportunity to reflect and prepare to
build a better world.

There are many prayer, reflection, action
and education resources online to help you
enter into the spirit of this week, and
celebrate it more fully. Some helpful web
pages include:

e www.romancatholictv.com

® https://laudatosiweek.org/

® https://ignatiansolidarity.net/blog/2020/05
/14/laudato-si-week/

® https://www.chausa.org/prayers/cha-

prayer-library/laudato-si-week

-

Watch an animated video about Laudato Si' from Development and Peace here.


http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://laudatosiweek.org/
https://ignatiansolidarity.net/blog/2020/05/14/laudato-si-week/
https://ignatiansolidarity.net/blog/2020/05/14/laudato-si-week/
https://www.chausa.org/prayers/cha-prayer-library/laudato-si-week
https://www.chausa.org/prayers/cha-prayer-library/laudato-si-week
http://www.romancatholictv.com
https://youtu.be/KIVuISZGdug
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