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THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY—Matthew 10:37-42 
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me;  
and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;  
and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me.  
Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 
‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me,  
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.  
Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; 
and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will 
receive the reward of the righteous;  
and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a 
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.’ 

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
The Gospel for today presents some of the demands and rewards of being a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. What characteristics of a disciple are highlighted by Jesus in this Gospel 
passage? First of all, Jesus mentions being willing to sacrifice, and even to take up the 
cross and follow him. That is a very challenging thing for us to think about. But wait a 
minute! Everyone who puts love into action by putting another person’s needs ahead of 
their own makes such a sacrifice. The mother or father who stays up all night with a 
sick child, or the friend who gets called in the middle of the night to talk to a troubled 
friend; these are examples of everyday holiness, of being a disciple of Jesus in our 
day-to-day lives. Next, Jesus mentions hospitality, welcoming other people and being 
able to recognize that, in so doing we welcome Christ. And thirdly, Jesus mentions acts 
of everyday kindness as acts of discipleship.  

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

• Have you ever put the needs of someone else before your own? Were you
surprised to hear that this is one way of being a disciple of Jesus?

• What does “hospitality” mean to you? How is your home a place of welcome for
people who need a safe place to talk, to rest awhile, to talk through their
concerns?

• When you think of “hospitality,” what part do you think that having an open mind
and heart plays in being hospitable?

• How are you a disciple of Jesus Christ in your everyday living?
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 

WE ARE CALLED TO BE MISSIONARY DISCIPLES 

In his 2013 Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel), and in many talks 
since then, Pope Francis has encouraged us to think of the Church, and each individual, as 
“missionary disciples.” At the Angelus in St Peter’s Square on July, 15, 2018, Pope Francis talked 
about two aspects of the “missionary style” of Jesus, which we are called to adopt. 

The first point recalls that the centre of 
mission is the Person of Jesus 
Himself. When Jesus sends the 
Apostles on mission, they are not 
going forth to spread their own 
message, or to demonstrate their own 
abilities. Rather, like rays coming out 
from a centre, the disciples proclaim 
the message of Jesus. We bring His 
presence and His work into the world. 
We are called to speak and act as His 
messengers. 

“The second characteristic of the missionary style,” Pope 
Francis said, is that the mission has “a face,” an aspect that it 
presents to the world. This “face” consists in “poverty of means.” 
The disciples were ordered to “take nothing for the journey but a 
walking stick.” Pope Francis said this means Jesus wants His 
disciples to be free, depending only on “the love of Him who 
sends them, strengthened only by His Word which they 
proclaim.” Missionary disciples are not “all-powerful managers, 
or irreplaceable functionaries, or divas on tour.” 

In virtue of their baptism, all the members of the 
People of God have become missionary disciples 
(cf. Mt 28:19). All the baptized, whatever their 
position in the Church or their level of instruction in 
the faith, are agents of evangelization, and it would 
be insufficient to envisage a plan of evangelization 
to be carried out by professionals while the rest of 
the faithful would simply be passive recipients. The 
new evangelization calls for personal involvement on 
the part of each of the baptized. Every Christian is 
challenged, here and now, to be actively engaged in 
evangelization; indeed, anyone who has truly 
experienced God’s saving love does not need much 
time or lengthy training to go out and proclaim that 
love. Every Christian is a missionary to the extent 
that he or she has encountered the love of God in 
Christ Jesus: we no longer say that we are 
“disciples” and “missionaries”, but rather that we are 
always “missionary disciples”. (The Joy of the 
Gospel, 120) 

How are you a missionary disciple to your 
family? ... your community? ...our world?



CELEBRATIONS THIS WEEK 
SAINTS PETER AND PAUL (SOLEMNITY) 

JUNE 29 
The Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul is a liturgical feast in honour of the martyrdom in 
Rome of the apostles Saint Peter and Saint Paul. It is observed on 29 June. 

St. Peter is also known as Simon Peter, Simon, Cephas, 
or Peter the Apostle, was one of the Twelve 
Apostles of Jesus Christ, and the first leader of the early 
Church. Peter was a fisherman, the brother of Andrew. Both 
were called by Jesus at Capernaum, in Galilee to leave their 
nets and follow Jesus. 

According to Christian tradition, Peter was crucified 
in Rome under Emperor Nero. He is traditionally counted as 
the first bishop of Rome—or pope—and also by Eastern 
Christian tradition as the first patriarch of Antioch. 

The photo to the left is the window depicting St. Peter, who 
carries the keys to the Kingdom in reference to Matthew 
16:19. This window was crafted by Charles Leveque of 
Beauvais, France in 1886. Photo by Robert and Lynn Young 
Photography, 2018. 

St. Paul was born Saul, in Tarsus. His name changed when 
his life was changed by an encounter with the Risen Jesus on 
the road to Damascus. In that moment of encounter, Saul was 
transformed from being a persecutor of Christians to a 
missionary disciple. He referred to himself as an “Apostle,” 
though technically he was not one of the Twelve Apostles. 
Paul became the “Apostle to the Gentiles”, and proclaimed the 
Good News of Jesus Christ around the Mediterranean world.  

The stories of Paul’s missionary journeys are told in the Acts of 
the Apostles. Paul is the author of many of the letters 
(“epistles”) in the New Testament, many of which are 
proclaimed at Mass, in the context of the Second Reading. 
These letters are one of the means through which Paul kept in 
touch with the communities he founded and served, as well as 
with individuals.  

The photo to the left is the window depicting St. Paul. This 
window and the St. Peter window flank the Pallium Window 
over the organ loft and main entrance of the Basilica-Cathedral 
of St. John the Baptist in St. John’s, NL.  This window was 
crafted by Charles Leveque of Beauvais, France in 1886. 
Photo by Robert and Lynn Young Photography, 2018. 

Video:  St. Peter and St. Paul

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUKn_D4i7f8&autoplay=1&list=PL58g24NgWPIzvBk2IQVES_xC4WTm6-CDI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gvHnGnW6vI8&autoplay=1&list=PL58g24NgWPIzvBk2IQVES_xC4WTm6-CDI
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