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THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY—Matthew 13:44-52 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 
which someone found and hid; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 
on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea 
and caught fish of every kind; 
when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, 
and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad.” 

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
A parable is a story that makes sense if you take it at surface level, but always has an even 
deeper meaning.  Today, Jesus tells three parables, back-to-back. All three are about the 
same theme that Jesus presented in last Sunday’s Gospel—the Kingdom of God. Today, he 
compares the Kingdom of God to: 

• A treasure hidden in a field;
• A beautiful pearl found by a merchant; and
• A net thrown into the sea, that caught up all kinds of fish that had to be sorted.

Jesus talked often about the Kingdom of God, and told a number of stories to illustrate what 
the Kingdom was like. In these three very short parables, Jesus uses images that would have 
been very familiar to the people he was talking to—fields, pearls and fish. They are familiar 
images to us as well, 2000 years after the tales were first told. What’s the main point of all 
three stories is that the Kingdom of God is among us, already present, but sometimes hard to 
find. It’s worth searching for. When we find it, the Kingdom of God is so precious that we 
would go to great lengths to hold onto it. And perhaps, there are people who find this a 
message hard to hear, for it demands a personal response from us, a decision, and a 
commitment.  

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

• What response do you think Jesus asks from people?
• What response do you think Jesus is asking of you?
• When you look at people you know who have made a commitment to follow Jesus,

what things about the way they live their lives attract you?
• What things about Jesus, and the way of life He offers, do you want to explore further?
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THY KINGDOM COME 

Jesus was a truly great teacher. One of the prayers that unites all Christians is “The 
Lord’s Prayer,” or the “Our Father.” It has a special place in our hearts because Jesus 
taught it to His disciples, and it has been handed down in Scripture, in the Liturgy and 
through the lips of countless generations of parents and grandparents. 

PONDER AND DISCUSS 

• Who taught you to pray the “Our Father”? Tell the story to somebody else today.
• In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, what signs do you see that the kingdom

of God is around us and within us?
• How have you been a “Kingdom Person” during this pandemic? How have you

shared hope, peace, joy or love to others?

When we pray to the Father, we are in communion with him and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 
Then we know and recognize him with an ever new sense of wonder. The first phrase of the Our 
Father is a blessing of adoration before it is a supplication. For it is the glory of God that we 
should recognize him as "Father," the true God. We give him thanks for having revealed his 
name to us, for the gift of believing in it, and for the indwelling of his Presence in us. (Catechism 
of the Catholic Church 2781) 



FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
TWO GREAT FOUNDERS 

ST IGNATIUS LOYOLA (FRIDAY, JULY 31) 
ST ALPHONSUS LIGUORI (SATURDAY, AUGUST 1) 

Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787) was the 
founder of the Congregation of the Most Holy 
Redeemer (Redemptorists).  

Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556) was the founder of 
the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). 

Alphonsus Liguori was born in Naples, Italy, 
on September 27, 1696. The firstborn of an 
aristocratic family, he achieved his doctorate 
in civil and Church law at the age of 16. 
Alphonsus was ordained a priest on 
December 21, 1726. In the hills above 
Amalfi, he came in contact with poor 
peasants and shepherds who were deprived 
of spiritual care. This experience awakened 
the desire in the heart of Alphonsus to found 
an institute for the evangelization of the poor. 
The Congregation of the Most Holy 
Redeemer was born at Scala on November 
9, 1732. Preaching and prayer formed the 
heart of the missionary activity of Alphonsus. 
He died on August 1, 1787, at the age of 91.  

Alphonsus was canonized by Gregory XVI on 
May 26, 1839. On March 23, 1871, Pius IX 
declared him a doctor of the Church, and on 
April 26, 1950, Pius XII declared him patron 
of confessors and moral theologians. 
Alphonsus is also known as the patron of 
arthritics, because he suffered from this 
condition. 

Ignatius Loyola was born in 1491 in northern 
Spain. As a young man Ignatius was inflamed 
by the ideals of courtly love and knighthood 
and dreamed of doing great deeds. But in 
1521 Ignatius was gravely wounded in a 
battle. While recuperating, Ignatius Loyola 
experienced a conversion. Reading the lives 
of Jesus and the saints made Ignatius happy 
and aroused desires to do great things. 
Ignatius realized that these feelings were 
clues to God’s direction for him. Ignatius 
became expert in the art of spiritual direction. 
He collected his insights, prayers, and 
suggestions in his book the Spiritual 
Exercises. With a small group of friends, 
Ignatius Loyola founded the Society of Jesus, 
or the Jesuits. He died July 31, 1556 in Rome. 

Ignatius was beatified in 1609, and 
then canonized, receiving the title of Saint on 
12 March 1622. His feast day is celebrated on 
31 July. He is the patron saint of soldiers and 
spiritual retreats, and of the Basque provinces 
of Gipuzkoa and Biscay. 
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