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THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY—Matthew 18:21-35

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, how often should | forgive my brother or sister if they sin against me? As
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times.”

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as
he could not pay his lord ordered him to sell everything he had and pay what he owed. The slave fell on his
knees saying, ‘have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” The lord released that slave and forgave
him the debt.

“But that same slave, as he went out came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow slave fell on his knees and pleaded
with him, ‘Have pity on me and | will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him in prison until he
would pay the debt.

When the lord heard all that had taken place, he summoned the slave and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! |
forgave all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on you fellow slave as |
had mercy on you?’ In anger his lord handed him over to be punished until he would pay his entire debt.

“So my heavenly Father will do to you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL

Our word for today is FORGIVENESS. When someone hurts you in some way, it is often very difficult
to say “I forgive you” and really mean it. Real forgiveness is not just words; real forgiveness comes
from the heart — and sometimes it takes a very long time to truly forgive. Nevertheless, Jesus call us
to keep trying; in fact he calls us to keep forgiving over and over again.

Peter things he is being very generous when he suggests to Jesus that he would be ready to forgive
someone seven times. He quite taken aback when Jesus says, “No, not seven times, but seventy-
seven times.” In other words, Jesus says there should be no limit to forgiving others. And that is
because there is no limit to God’s forgiving us. We should forgive others as we have been forgiven
by God — over and over again.

Forgiveness, says a well-known author, is the love offered to another who is wounded, vulnerable,
fearful and who has broken the unity. Suppose you are the one needing forgiveness; you know how
you feel: awkward, embarrassed, vulnerable, fearful. When the other person loves you anyhow —
that's forgiveness. It is an act of love the brings people back together again. Because we are broken
people in a broken world, love often takes the form of forgiveness.

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS

e Tell about a time when you had to forgive someone OR when you received forgiveness.
e |s Jesus’ invitation to ‘endless forgiveness’ realistic? Why or why not?
e Can you see yourself in any of the figures in Jesus’ parable of the king and the two slaves?

OR Do you know someone who reminds you of one of those figures?
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SEPTEMBER 1-OCTOBER 4, 2020
“Jubilee for the Earth: New Rhythms, New Hope.”

A Letter from Pope Francis
Pope Francis’ letter is divided into six sections. This week, we share the first four sections, and we
will share the concluding sections next week.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Each year, particularly since the publication of the Encyclical Laudato S/’ (LS, 24 may 2015), the first day of
September is celebrated by the Christian family as the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation and the
beginning of the Season of Creation, which concludes on the feast of Saint Francis of Assisi on the fourth of
October. During this period, Christians worldwide renew their faith in the God of creation and join in prayer
and work for the care of our common home.

I am very pleased that the theme chosen by the ecumenical family for the celebration of the 2020 Season
of Creation is Jubilee for the Earth, precisely in this year that marks the fiftieth anniversary of Earth Day. In
the Holy Scriptures, a Jubilee is a sacred time to remember, return, rest, restore, and rejoice.

1. A Time to Remember

We are invited to remember above all that creation’s ultimate destiny is to enter into God’s eternal
Sabbath. This journey, however, takes place in time, spanning the seven-day rhythm of the week, the cycle
of seven years, and the great Jubilee Year that comes at the end of the seven Sabbath years.

A Jubilee is indeed a time of grace to remember creation’s original vocation to exist and flourish as a
community of love. We exist only in relationships: with God the Creator, with our brothers and sisters as
members of a common family, and with all of God’s creatures within our common home. “Everything is
related, and we human beings are united as brothers and sisters on a wonderful pilgrimage, woven
together by the love God has for each of his creatures and which also unites us in fond affection with
brother sun, sister moon, brother river and mother earth” (LS, 92)

A Jubilee, then, is a time of remembrance, in which we cherish the memory of our inter-relational
existence. We need constantly to remember that “everything is interconnected, and that genuine care for
our own lives and our relationships with nature is inseparable from fraternity, justice and faithfulness to
others” (LS, 70).

2. A Time to Return

A Jubilee is a time to turn back in repentance. We have broken the bonds of our relationship with the
Creator, with our fellow human beings, and with the rest of creation. We need to heal the damaged
relationships that are essential to supporting us and the entire fabric of life.

A Jubilee is a time to return to God our loving Creator. We cannot live in harmony with creation if we are
not at peace with the Creator who is the source and origin of all things. As Pope Benedict observed, “the
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brutal consumption of creation begins where God is missing, where matter has become simply material for
us, where we ourselves are the ultimate measure, where everything is simply our property” (Meeting with
Priests, Deacons, and Seminarians of the Diocese of Bolzano-Bressanone, 6 August 2008).

The Jubilee season calls us to think once again of our fellow human beings, especially the poor and the
most vulnerable. We are asked to re-appropriate God’s original and loving plan of creation as a common
heritage, a banquet which all of our brothers and sisters share in a spirit of conviviality, not in competitive
scramble but in joyful fellowship, supporting and protecting one another. A Jubilee is a time for setting free
the oppressed and all those shackled in the fetters of various forms of modern slavery, including trafficking
in persons and child labour.

We also need once more to listen to the land itself, which Scripture calls adamah, the soil from which
man, Adam, was made. Today we hear the voice of creation admonishing us to return to our rightful place
in the natural created order — to remember that we are part of this interconnected web of life, not its
masters. The disintegration of biodiversity, spiralling climate disasters, and unjust impact of the current
pandemic on the poor and vulnerable: all these are a wakeup call in the face of our rampant greed and
consumption.

Particularly during this Season of Creation, may we be attentive to the rhythms of this created world. For
the world was made to communicate the glory of God, to help us to discover in its beauty the Lord of all,
and to return to him (cf. SAINT BONAVENTURE, /n /1 Sent., |, 2, 2, q. 1, conclusion; Breviloguium, 11,
5.11). The earth from which we were made is thus a place of prayer and meditation. “Let us awaken our
God-given aesthetic and contemplative sense” (Querida Amazonia, 56). The capacity to wonder and to
contemplate is something that we can learn especially from our indigenous brothers and sisters, who live in
harmony with the land and its multiple forms of life.

3. A Time to Rest

In his wisdom, God set aside the Sabbath so that the land and its inhabitants could rest and be renewed.
These days, however, our way of life is pushing the planet beyond its limits. Our constant demand for
growth and an endless cycle of production and consumption are exhausting the natural world. Forests are
leached, topsoil erodes, fields fail, deserts advance, seas acidify and storms intensify. Creation is groaning!

During the Jubilee, God’s people were invited to rest from their usual labour and to let the land heal and
the earth repair itself, as individuals consumed less than usual. Today we need to find just and sustainable
ways of living that can give the Earth the rest it requires, ways that satisfy everyone with a sufficiency,
without destroying the ecosystems that sustain us.

In some ways, the current pandemic has led us to rediscover simpler and sustainable lifestyles. The crisis,
in a sense, has given us a chance to develop new ways of living. Already we can see how the earth can
recover if we allow it to rest: the air becomes cleaner, the waters clearer, and animals have returned to
many places from where they had previously disappeared. The pandemic has brought us to a crossroads.
We must use this decisive moment to end our superfluous and destructive goals and activities, and to
cultivate values, connections and activities that are life-giving. We must examine our habits of energy
usage, consumption, transportation, and diet. We must eliminate the superfluous and destructive aspects
of our economies, and nurture life-giving ways to trade, produce, and transport goods.

70 be continued next week... .

Learn more about the Season of Creation here.
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IN OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR THIS WEEK
SEPTEMBER 14
FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS

Early in the fourth century, Saint Helena, mother
of the Roman Emperor Constantine, went to
Jerusalem in search of the holy places of
Christ’s life. She had the second-century Temple
of Aphrodite, which had been built on the site
held by tradition to have been built over the
Savior’'s tomb. Her son built the Basilica of the
Holy Sepulcher on that site. During the
excavation, workers found three crosses.
Legend has it that they were able to identify the
one on which Jesus died when its touch healed
a dying woman.

The cross immediately became an object of
veneration. At a Good Friday celebration in
Jerusalem toward the end of the fourth century,
according to an eyewitness, the wood was taken
out of its silver container and placed on a table.
The eyewitness wrote, “all the people pass
through one by one; all of them bow down,
“touching the cross and the inscription, first with
their foreheads, then with their eyes; and, after
kissing the cross, they move on.”

To this day, the Churches, Catholic and
Orthodox alike, celebrate the Exaltation of the
Holy Cross on the September anniversary of the
basilica’s dedication. The feast entered the
liturgical calendar in the seventh century after
Emperor Heraclius recovered the cross from the
Persians, who had carried it off in 614, 15 years
earlier. According to the story, the emperor
intended to carry the cross back into Jerusalem
himself, but was unable to move forward until he
took off his imperial garb and became a barefoot
pilgrim.

The cross is today the universal image of
Christian belief. Countless generations of artists
have turned it into a thing of beauty to be carried
in procession or worn as jewelry. To the eyes of
the first Christians, it had no beauty. It stood
outside too many city walls, decorated only with
decaying corpses, as a threat to anyone who
defied Rome’s authority—including Christians
who refused sacrifice to Roman gods. Although
believers spoke of the cross as the instrument of
salvation, it seldom appeared in Christian art
unless disguised as an anchor or the Chi-Rho.
This changed in the fourth century, after
Constantine’s edict of toleration was issued.

Weadore ffou, O Christ,
and we praise (fou.
Because, by lfour holy eross;
lfou have redeemed the world.
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