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THE WORD OF GOD FOR TODAY: MATTHEW 5:1-12
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain;
and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.
Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

REFLECTING ON THE WORD
Think for a minute about the groups that Jesus singles out and calls “Blessed” in
today’s Gospel-- the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the peacemakers, those who are persecuted,
those who are reviled and persecuted. These are the people of the Kingdom—the “little
ones”, the marginalized, the poor, those who often go unnoticed. The Kingdom of
Heaven belongs to them … and the Kingdom also belongs to those who see them,
who give them a voice, who give them dignity and speak on their behalf. How do we do
our part to make the Kingdom of God present here and now? By acting with kindness
and integrity, showing mercy, working against all the forces that keep people poor and
downtrodden, or deprive them of their dignity.

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS
• Are you a “Kingdom Person”? What have you done to make the Kingdom of God
present here and now?
• How have you shown kindness today?
• How have you helped to give someone a voice, or dignity?
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This week's Gospel talks about the Beatitudes. The word "Beautitude" comes
from the Latin word "Beatitudo", meaning Blessedness. Write an idea or draw
a picture or symbol of we can bring blessings and make the Kingdom of God
present here and now.

THE CHURCH TEACHES

We continue our exploration of Pope Francis’ 3rd Encyclical, Fratelli Tutti

For an English translation of this Encyclical, click here.
Subscribe to our weekly catechetical resource. Email: familycatechesis@rcsj.org

IN THE LITURGICAL CALENDAR THIS
WEEK THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS & THE
COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE
FAITHFUL DEPARTED (ALL SOULS)

A PRAYER FOR ALL
SOULS DAY, OR WHEN
ANY PERSON HAS DIED

