
LIVING FAITH 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 13, 2020 

THE WORD OF GOD FOR TODAY: JOHN 1: 6-8, 19-28 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?”  He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”  And 
they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?”  He said, “I am not.”  “Are you the Prophet?” He 
answered, “No.” 

Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of 
the Lord’,” as the prophet Isaiah said. 

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.  They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are 
neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”  John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among 
you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandal.”  This took place in Bethany across the Jordan from where John was baptizing. 

REFLECTING ON THE WORD 
Last week we heard about John the Baptist from the perspective of Mark who wrote the first and 
oldest Gospel.  This week we hear about the Baptist from the fourth and last evangelist, John.  By the 
time he wrote, the Christian community had had several years to reflect on the significance and 
meaning of Jesus and his mission. 

In the meantime, a smaller group of people had come to believe that John the Baptist (not Jesus) was 
the Messiah.  Because of that, John the Evangelist is at pains to emphasize that Jesus is the 
Messiah.  Today’s gospel passage makes clear that John the Baptist was also sent by God – but his 
role was to prepare the way for the Messiah. (See the first three sentences of the gospel.) 

And in the next paragraph, John himself says, “I am not the Messiah.” 

When the Jewish religious leaders press him, John tells them he is simply the voice calling the people 
to join him in preparing the way for the Lord (Messiah) who is coming.  We too are invited to join in 
and continue the role of giving witness to Jesus in the world.  We do that mostly by how we act, but 
sometimes we also have the opportunity to say why we act the way we do.  God continues to work 
with us as we point to Jesus by our efforts to love one another and to make the world a better place. 

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

• Why would people have mistaken John the Baptist as the Messiah?
• The leaders asked John, “Why are you baptizing?”  In our time, we might be asked, “Why do

you believe in Jesus?”  How would you answer them?
• In this time of preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus, how might you “prepare the way of the

Lord”?
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 
ADVENT: A TIME OF LONGING AND WAITING 

Subscribe to our weekly family catechetical resource.  E-mail:  Familycatechesis@rcsj.org

Click here for a short video about Advent from Busted Halo.

https://bustedhalo.com/video/watch-advent-two-minutes
mailto:Familycatechesis@rcsj.org


POPE FRANCIS PROCLAIMS 
THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH 

DECEMBER 8, 2020-DECEMBER 8, 2021
In a new Apostolic Letter entitled Patris corde (“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis describes Saint 
Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and loving father, an obedient father, an accepting father; a father 
who is creatively courageous, a working father, a father in the shadows. 

The Letter marks the 150th anniversary of Blessed Pope Pius IX’s declaration of St Joseph as Patron of 
the Universal Church. To celebrate the anniversary, Pope Francis has proclaimed a special “Year of St 
Joseph,” beginning on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 2020 and extending to the same 
feast in 2021. 

The Holy Father wrote Patris corde against the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic, which, he says, 
has helped us see more clearly the importance of “ordinary” people who, though far from the limelight, 
exercise patience and offer hope every day. In this, they resemble Saint Joseph, “the man who goes 
unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence,” who nonetheless played “an incomparable role in the 
history of salvation.” He offers reflections on five aspects of St. Joseph. 

A beloved, tender, obedient father 
Saint Joseph, in fact, “concretely expressed his fatherhood” 
by making an offering of himself in love “a love placed at the 
service of the Messiah who was growing to maturity in his 
home,” writes Pope Francis, quoting his predecessor St Paul 
VI. And because of his role at “the crossroads between the
Old and New Testament,” St Joseph “has always been
venerated as a father by the Christian people” (PC, 1).

The window from the Basilica-Cathedral of 
St. John the Baptist in St. John’s, NL, 

depicting St. Joseph 

Welcoming the will of God 
At the same time, Joseph is “an accepting Father,” because 
he “accepted Mary unconditionally” — an important gesture 
even today, says Pope Francis, “in our world where 
psychological, verbal and physical violence towards women is 
so evident.” 

A creatively courageous father, example of love 
Patris corde highlights “the creative courage” of St. Joseph, 
which “emerges especially in the way we deal with 
difficulties.” “The carpenter of Nazareth,” explains the Pope, 
was able to turn a problem into a possibility by trusting in 
divine providence.” 

A father who teaches the value, dignity and joy of work 
“A carpenter who earned an honest living to provide for his 
family,” St Joseph also teaches us “the value, the dignity and 
the joy of what it means to eat bread that is the fruit of one’s 
own labour.” 

A father “in the shadows,” centred on Mary and Jesus 
Pope Francis describes Joseph’s fatherhood of Jesus as “the 
earthly shadow of the heavenly Father.” 

Click here for an English version of Pope Francis' Apostolic letter. 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
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Today is known as Gaudete Sunday. The 
term Gaudete refers to the first word of the 
Entrance Antiphon, "Rejoice". Rose 
vestments are worn to emphasize our joy that 
Christmas is near, and we also light the rose 
candle on our Advent wreath.
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