LIVING FAITH

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 6, 2020
THE WORD OF GOD FOR TODAY: MARK 1: 1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in the Prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight’,” John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole country side and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and
wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful that I is coming after me; I am not worthy
to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit.”

REFLECTING ON THE WORD
This Sunday is not only the 2nd Sunday of Advent; it is also the feast of St Nicholas, a 4th century
bishop. There was a tradition in Germany and Poland for children to dress up like bishops on
December 6 and go out to beg donations for the poor. That taught the children 1) that we all have to
take care of one another, 2) that people who are well off should be generous, and 3) that bishops and
other leaders should always remember the poor and help them.
John the Baptist, the first person we meet in the Gospel of Mark, taught similar lessons. The way he
dressed and the food he ate were a kind of protest. He had given up the security and convenience of
his ordinary life in order to wake people up. John’s lifestyle and preaching did shake people up and
nudged them to something greater. He awakened people to see that they were living in a spiritual
desert, and challenged them to change their ways.
Mark, the Gospel-writer, tells us that John the Baptist was sent by God. John was convinced that his
people’s lifestyle was not worthy of God’s people – and he spoke up. God is still sending prophets to
awaken us and help us to see.

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS
•
•
•

Can you think of who some of those hidden prophets in our time and place might be? (Could
what they wear and what they eat be a hint?)
What do you think those modern-day prophets might say to us about our lifestyle or the way
we treat one another?
John said, “There is one coming after me who is more powerful than I am” and “He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit.”
o Who is the one coming after John? Where and how can we find out about him?
o What do you think “baptize with the Holy Spirit” might mean?
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THE CHURCH TEACHES

We continue our exploration of Pope Francis’ 3rd Encyclical, Fratelli Tutti

An English version of the encyclical can be found here.

IN THE LITUGICAL CALENDAR THIS WEEK
SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
DECEMBER 8
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Watch a short video about Advent from Busted Halo here.

Subscribe to our weekly Catechetical resource. E-mail: Familycatechesis@rcsj.org
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