LIVING FAITH

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 21, 2021

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
John 12:20-33
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was
from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip went and told Andrew; then
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain;
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will
keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also.
Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.
‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is for this reason
that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it,
and I will glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel
has spoken to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgement
of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.’ He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

REFLECTING ON THE WORD OF GOD

The gospel of John does not have an account of the Agony in the Garden; however, the last part of this gospel
reading serves essentially the same purpose as the Agony in the Garden does in the other gospels. Jesus
comes to terms with the inevitability of his death; he chooses to do the Father’s will. Jesus accepts his death
on the cross for love of God – and for love of us.
“Now my soul is troubled,” says Jesus; he has realized that “his hour” has come. And Jesus is emotional at the
thought of his death. He is deeply shaken. We hear him struggling with how to respond to this realization:
“Should I ask the Father to spare me? .... But the reason I have come is to share fully the lot of humanity, and
to do so out of love. Loving solidarity will save humanity .... Okay Father, for love of you and love of all my
sisters and brothers in the human family, I accept whatever lies ahead of me.” Or as the other gospel-writers
express it: “Father, not my will, but yours be done.” Jesus trusts God beyond human reasoning.
Then he announces to all who will listen: “Now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted
up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” In speaking to Nicodemus last Sunday, Jesus spoke of his
being lifted up as healing for all who would look upon him on the cross. Today, in the context of his imminent
death, Jesus speaks of his being lifted up as his exaltation. In his resurrection, the crucified Christ will become
the great sign of God’s love for us.
Each of us will come to a moment when we realize, “My hour has come.” We don’t often think about that,
never mind talk about it. Maybe we can begin to do that with the help of these questions:

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS
•
•
•
•

We experiences many losses before we die. What losses have you experienced? How have
you “dealt” with them?
Thinking about Jesus’ life and ministry, what prepared him to accept his death?
Can you see a place in yourself, in your life, where can (or already) do similar things?
If these questions are too difficult, talk together about the image Jesus uses of the single grain
falling into the earth.
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As we continue our Lenten journey, view a short video about Lent from Busted Halo here.
View weekly Lenten video reflections (Journey through Lent) from the CCCB here.
Subscribe to our weekly Catechetical resource. E-mail: Familycatechesis@rcsj.org

THE CHURCH TEACHES
THE CANADIAN CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION
FOR DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE

WEEK 5: MARCH 15 TO 21, 2021
Share Love, Share Lent: Raise a toast to yourself!
Did you know that over 10,000
Canadian Catholics like you are
members of Development and Peace?
The Share Love, Share Lent campaign
invites you to pray for them and to
honour their solidarity towards our
sisters and brothers in the Global
South.
Show your support by donating
generously this coming Solidarity
Sunday. You can also become a
monthly donor and have your year-long
contribution matched, thanks to the
support of religious communities
across Canada. Not only will you double
your impact, but you will also
automatically become a member of
Development and Peace!
Learn more at devp.org/lent.

IN THE CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD- MARCH 25

This image of the window dedicated to the Annunciation was taken by Robert and Lynn Young in 2019. This
lovely window can be found in the Basilica-Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in St. John’s, NL on the clerestory
(upper) level, west side. It was crafted by Louis Lichtenfeldt-Koch in Beauvais, France in the late 19th century.
The feast of the Annunciation celebrates and recalls the visit of the angel Gabriel to the Virgin
Mary, during which he told her that she would be the mother of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It
is celebrated on March 25th each year.
More importantly, since it occurs 9 months before the birth of Jesus on Christmas Day, the
Annunciation marks the actual incarnation of Jesus Christ - the moment that Jesus was conceived
and that the Son of God became the son of the Virgin.
The festival celebrates two things:
• God's action in entering the human world as Jesus in order to save humanity
• Humanity's willing acceptance of God's action in Mary's freely given acceptance of the task
of being the Mother of God

