LIVING FAITH
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 7, 2021

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
John 2: 13-25
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling
cattle, sheep and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all
of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers
and overturned their tables. He told those wo wee selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop
making my Father’s house a marketplace!”
His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”
The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” Then they said, “This temple has been under construction for fortysix years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But Jesus was speaking of the temple of his body.
When he was in Jerusalem during the Passover festival, many believed in his name because they saw the
signs he was doing. But Jesus on his part would not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people and
needed no one to testify about human nature, for he himself knew what was within the human person.

REFLECTING ON THE WORD OF GOD

Only John places the cleansing of the temple at the beginning (rather than the end) of Jesus’ public
ministry. In John’s view, Jesus, from the start, sets out to challenge the authority of the temple and its
clergy with his own authority. By driving out the money changers as well as the animals and the
people selling them, Jesus is criticizing and condemning the whole temple system. The key words
Jesus speaks are, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” When the people
misunderstand what Jesus means, John clarifies for his readers that “Jesus was speaking of the
temple of his body.”
Even the disciples did not understand, until after Jesus had been crucified and raised from the dead.
They needed time and experience to begin to comprehend that Jesus was talking about the body of
Christ.
Centuries later, we hear “body of Christ” and we know it means the presence of Jesus in the
consecrated host AND it also means the Church, the People of God – ourselves. Baptized, we are
part of the body of Christ. Receiving the body of Christ in communion, we become what we receive;
we become the Body of Christ, the People of God, the Church.
Through history, in different times and ways, the Church has become more like the “temple system”
that Jesus challenged. Our church is always in need of renewal and reform. We ourselves are
always in need of renewal reform. That’s why we have Lent – a time to take very seriously the call to
be more like Christ and to love more like God loves.

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS
•
•
•

Tell about a time when you did not understand something until much later.
For you, what does it mean to be part of the Body of Christ, the Church?
How are you becoming more like Christ and loving more like God loves during this Lent?
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Watch a short video about Lent from Busted Halo Here.

Video reflections about Lenten (Journey through Lent) from the CCCB can be found Here.

Subscribe to our weekly e-Catechetical Resource. E-Mail: Familycatechesis@rcsj.org

THE CHURCH TEACHES
THE CANADIAN CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION
FOR DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE

Share Love, Share Lent: Strengthening vulnerable communities
Did you know that Development and Peace
supports a school for peasant filmmakers in
Colombia?
This week in the Share Love, Share Lent
campaign, discover the creative ways in which
we assist communities in speaking for and
taking charge of their own development.
In keeping with the Catholic Social Teaching
principle of participation, let your Lenten
journey make a difference in the world. Learn
about our work and consider giving to help
sustain it.
Discern and donate at devp.org/lent.
PRAYING TOGETHER
For peacemakers around the world who promote social justice, mutual respect and peaceful
coexistence, let us pray to the Lord…
For humanitarian workers around the world who bring hope and comfort to people affected by
natural and man-made disasters as well as the current pandemic,
let us pray to the Lord…
For protectors of the Earth around the world who care for species and preserve the biodiversity
of the Earth, our common home, let us pray to the Lord…
Development and Peace National Online THINKfast, March 11 & 12!
If you're looking for a fun way to put your faith into action during Lent this year, THINKfast is for you! Young people can do it on
their own, or with all their family and friends - it's open to all ages. During the fast, we will gather online for prayer, discussions,
activities, films and entertainment. In addition to the spiritual aspect, we will organize a space to discuss how we can take care of
ourselves and the most vulnerable in the South.
Starts: Thursday, March 11 at 3PM (ET)
Option: Join us for a soup meal at 2:30PM (ET)
Ends: Friday, March 12 at 4PM (ET)
You are welcome to take part in one, several, or all of the events in the following program: https://bit.ly/2OhcbLx
Register here: http://bit.ly/3sIhrXt

POPE FRANCIS PROCLAIMS THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH
DECEMBER 8, 2020-DECEMBER 8, 2021
In a new Apostolic Letter entitled Patris corde (“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis
describes Saint Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and loving father, an obedient father,
an accepting father; a father who is creatively courageous, a working father, and a father in
the shadows. This week, we share the seventh aspect, shining a light on Joseph as a father in
the shadows. Here’s what Pope Francis has to say…
Joseph found happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift. In
him, we never see frustration but only trust. His patient silence was
the prelude to concrete expressions of trust. Our world today needs
fathers. It has no use for tyrants who would domineer others as a
means of compensating for their own needs. It rejects those who
confuse authority with authoritarianism, service with servility,
discussion with oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, power
with destruction. Every true vocation is born of the gift of oneself,
which is the fruit of mature sacrifice. The priesthood and
consecrated life likewise require this kind of maturity. Whatever our
vocation, whether to marriage, celibacy or virginity, our gift of self
will not come to fulfilment if it stops at sacrifice; were that the case,
instead of becoming a sign of the beauty and joy of love, the gift of
self would risk being an expression of unhappiness, sadness and
frustration.
When fathers refuse to live the lives of their children for them, new
and unexpected vistas open up. Every child is the bearer of a
unique mystery that can only be brought to light with the help of a
father who respects that child’s freedom. A father who realizes that
he is most a father and educator at the point when he becomes
“useless”, when he sees that his child has become independent and
can walk the paths of life unaccompanied. When he becomes like
Joseph, who always knew that his child was not his own but had
merely been entrusted to his care. In the end, this is what Jesus
would have us understand when he says: “Call no man your father
on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven” (Mt 23:9).
In every exercise of our fatherhood, we should always keep in mind
that it has nothing to do with possession, but is rather a “sign”
pointing to a greater fatherhood. In a way, we are all like Joseph: a
shadow of the heavenly Father, who “makes his sun rise on the evil
and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust”
(Mt 5:45). And a shadow that follows his Son.

The window depicting St Joseph
with the child Jesus, found in the
clerestory level in the BasilicaCathedral of St John the Baptist,
St John’s.
This window was crafted in
Beauvais, France by Louis
Lichtenfeld-Koch in 1891.

A copy of Patris corde can be found here.
A prayer to St. Joseph can be found here.

