LIVING FAITH

28th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
OCTOBER 12, 2020
THE WORD OF GOD FOR TODAY
Isaiah 25. 6-10a
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death for ever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. For the hand of the Lord will rest on
this mountain. The Moabites shall be trodden down in their place as straw is trodden down in a dung-pit.

REFLECTING ON THE WORD
On this Thanksgiving weekend, we pause to do a holy and prayerful thing: to express our gratitude, to give
thanks. This year, it may be harder to do that than others; 2020 has been extraordinarily difficult year. For us here in
Newfoundland, snowmageddon in January quickly followed by the COVID-19 pandemic which continues, has upset our
so-called routine life and thrust us into new world in which our personal health, financial security and way of life is
threatened. In addition, this time is deeply anxiety provoking for many reasons.
Yet is precisely at such times as these, that taking a moment to be thankful is so important and can help us cope.
Isaiah’s passage about his vision on the mountaintop is stirring and beautiful. In this reading we hear Isaiah
understanding of the abundance of what God gives. God wants people to be nourished by the best things in life at the
banquet of life, the banquet God gives. That is symbolized by the feast of rich food and well-aged wine. Isaiah extols the
people of his day (and us today) to remember that with God, there is much life to be had that is good and meaningful.
However, it is not just a grand party in God’s Kingdom. There is also the nourishment of the soul and spirit. That
comes with the wiping away of tears as people mourn. As the people of Isaiah’s time mourned the loss of their land, way
of life, and culture through the violence, warfare and hardship that befell them, he says that God’s response is to wipe away
the tears that stain a cheek. God is one who lifts the shroud that life casts over people, to let in light and fresh air. God
removes disgrace and shame that came from the choices and decisions of the kings that led the people in Isaiah’s day. In
other words, Isaiah wants the people to remember that God is one who desires only good for God’s people. Isaiah
promises that God will one day reverse the decay that God’s people suffer. His vision is meant to encourage them and
whet their appetite for God.
For us today, on this Thanksgiving weekend, we are called to count our blessings and to be thankful. Expressing
gratitude for those blessings reminds us that God is at work in our lives, we are not forgotten. We taste some of the
richness of life with God both here on earth and in heaven. Gods’ feast is not just happy times, but is also consoling times.
It is times when shame and darkness lift, reminding us that they do not have the final word on us. It reminds us that
somehow, and in some way, the good that God is, will one day triumph over all that brings us sadness and suffering.
Gratitude is a deliberate means of feeling God’s goodness and blessing reminding us that we have every reason to be
hopeful, even in today’s anxious times. Have a happy and Blessed Thanksgiving!
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World Mission Sunday October 18, 2020
Next week is World Mission Sunday. This celebration of the missions will take place
in every parish in the world. It is also a global celebration of the Universal Church.
Your prayers and donations will assist churches, hospitals, schools and vocations
where the Church is still at a formative stage. With the assistance which Catholic
Communities throughout the world receive through World Mission Sunday, they will
become self-sufficient and continue to flourish. By sharing the gift of faith, we can
bring hope and love to those who need it most. (Sister Rosemary Ryan, Director for
the Pontifical Mission Societies)

Read Pope Francis' message for World Mission Society here.
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IN THE LITURGICAL CALENDAR THIS WEEK
ST TERESA OF AVILA
OCTOBER 15
Teresa was born in 1515, and so she lived in an age of exploration as well
as political, social, and religious upheaval. The gift of God to Teresa in and
through which she became holy and left her mark on the Church and the
world is threefold: She was a woman; she was a contemplative; she was
an active reformer.
As a woman, Teresa stood on her own two feet, even in the man’s world of her time. She entered
the Carmelite convent, despite strong opposition from her father.
Teresa was a woman of prayer, discipline, and compassion. Her heart belonged to God. Her
ongoing conversion was an arduous lifelong struggle, involving ongoing purification and suffering.
She was misunderstood, misjudged, and opposed in her efforts at reform. Yet she struggled on,
courageous and faithful; she struggled with her own mediocrity, her illness, her opposition. And in
the midst of all this she clung to God in life and in prayer. Her writings on prayer and contemplation
are drawn from her experience: powerful, practical, mystical and graceful. She was a woman of
prayer; a woman for God.
Teresa spent much of her time and energy seeking to reform herself and the Carmelites, to lead
them back to the full observance of their Rule. She founded over a half-dozen new monasteries.
She traveled, wrote, fought—always to renew, to reform.
Her writings, especially the Way of Perfection and The Interior Castle, have influenced generations
of believers.
FACTS ABOUT ST TERESA OF AVILA
Feast Day: October 15
Patron: of Headache sufferers, Spanish
Catholic Writers
Birth: March 28, 1515
Death: October 4, 1582
Beatified: 1614 by Pope Paul V
Canonized: 1622 by Pope Gregory XV
Declared a Doctor of the Church 1970 by
Pope Paul VI

Subscribe to our weekly catechetical resource. E-mail: Familycatechesis@rcsj.org

