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THE WORD OF GOD FOR TODAY

Isaiah 25. 6-10a

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death for ever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. For the hand of the Lord will rest on
this mountain. The Moabites shall be trodden down in their place as straw is trodden down in a dung-pit.

REFLECTING ON THE WORD

On this Thanksgiving weekend, we pause to do a holy and prayerful thing: to express our gratitude, to give
thanks. This year, it may be harder to do that than others; 2020 has been extraordinarily difficult year. For us here in
Newfoundland, snowmageddon in January quickly followed by the COVID-19 pandemic which continues, has upset our
so-called routine life and thrust us into new world in which our personal health, financial security and way of life is
threatened. In addition, this time is deeply anxiety provoking for many reasons.

Yet is precisely at such times as these, that taking a moment to be thankful is so important and can help us cope.
Isaiah’s passage about his vision on the mountaintop is stirring and beautiful. In this reading we hear Isaiah
understanding of the abundance of what God gives. God wants people to be nourished by the best things in life at the
banquet of life, the banquet God gives. That is symbolized by the feast of rich food and well-aged wine. Isaiah extols the
people of his day (and us today) to remember that with God, there is much life to be had that is good and meaningful.

However, it is not just a grand party in God’s Kingdom. There is also the nourishment of the soul and spirit. That
comes with the wiping away of tears as people mourn. As the people of Isaiah’s time mourned the loss of their land, way
of life, and culture through the violence, warfare and hardship that befell them, he says that God’s response is to wipe away
the tears that stain a cheek. God is one who lifts the shroud that life casts over people, to let in light and fresh air. God
removes disgrace and shame that came from the choices and decisions of the kings that led the people in Isaiah’s day. In
other words, Isaiah wants the people to remember that God is one who desires only good for God’s people. Isaiah
promises that God will one day reverse the decay that God’s people suffer. His vision is meant to encourage them and
whet their appetite for God.

For us today, on this Thanksgiving weekend, we are called to count our blessings and to be thankful. Expressing
gratitude for those blessings reminds us that God is at work in our lives, we are not forgotten. We taste some of the
richness of life with God both here on earth and in heaven. Gods’ feast is not just happy times, but is also consoling times.
It is times when shame and darkness lift, reminding us that they do not have the final word on us. It reminds us that
somehow, and in some way, the good that God is, will one day triumph over all that brings us sadness and suffering.
Gratitude is a deliberate means of feeling God’s goodness and blessing reminding us that we have every reason to be
hopeful, even in today’s anxious times. Have a happy and Blessed Thanksgiving!
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MYSTERIES OF THE ROSARY

JOYFUL MYSTERIES SORROWFUL MYSTERIES

Happy times in the Lives of Jesus Sad moments in the Lives of Jesus and Marv
and Mary 1. The Agony in the Garden

1. The Annunciation 2. The Scourging at the Pillar

2. The Visitation 3. The Crowning with Thorns

3. The Nativity of Jesus 4. The Way of the Cross

4. The Presentation 5. The Crucifixion

5. Finding Jesus in the
Temple

GLORIOUS MYSTERIES LUMINOUS MYSTERIES

These Mysteries show the Divinity of These recall times in Jesus® Life when He
Jesus : revealed God's Kingdom

1. The Resurrection 1. The Baptism of Jesus

7. The Ascension 2. The First Miracle at Cana

3. The Descent of the Holy 3. The Proclamation of the
Spirit Kingdom )

4. The Assumption of Mary 4. The Transfiguration

5. The Coronation of Mary 5. The Institution of the

Eucharist

World Mission Sunday October 18, 2020

Next week is World Mission Sunday. This celebration of the missions will take place
in every parish in the world. It is also a global celebration of the Universal Church.
Your prayers and donations will assist churches, hospitals, schools and vocations
where the Church is still at a formative stage. With the assistance which Catholic
Communities throughout the world receive through World Mission Sunday, they will
become self-sufficient and continue to flourish. By sharing the gift of faith, we can

bring hope and love to those who need it most. (Sister Rosemary Ryan, Director for . ‘s
the Pontifical Mission Societies) R

Read Pope Francis' message for World Mission Society here.


http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/missions/documents/papa-francesco_20200531_giornata-missionaria2020.html

THE CHURCH TEACHES

ENCYCLICAL LETTER

FRATELLI TUTTI

Of the Holy Father Francis ————

On fraternity and social friendship

L3 2
W H AT I S IT? The third encyclical of Pope Francis, It was signed on October 3,

after Lumen fidei (2013) and 2020, in Assisi, Italy.
Laudato si” (2015).

ON WHAT IS IT BASED? WHAT DOES IT PROPOSE?

» Questions about fraternity and social friendship
that have concerned the Pope in recent years. ) ) s . ) )
P Y > Itis a social encyclical dedicated to fraternity and social

» Themes put forward in the Document on Human b T
rni ivi r
ver;.t:hr:.?é ?;pb:osrgnzgfig?n?gfdw{};;Tge]-g?a?zeﬁ‘n e » It treats the universal dimension of the doctrine of
Ahmad Al-Tayyeb in February 2019. fraternal love.

 Its aim is to put forth a new vision of fraternity and
social friendship.]

» It encourages us to dream as a single human family
and as fellow travelers sharing the same flesh.

TO WHOM IS IT ADDRESSED?

2 To all persons who will accept WHERE DOES THE TITLE

. this reflection an invitation to

dialogue. COME FROM?

HOW IS THE ENCYCLICAL

0 RGAN IZE D‘) > Fratelli tutti is an expression of Saint Francis of Assisi

(Admonitions, 6, 1).

» The saint used the expression to propose a way of life
b Fratelli tutti consists of a general introduction marked by the flavor of the Gospel.
and 8 chapters. . L
» Saint Francis invites all men and women to a love that

Introduction transcends the barriers of geography and distance.
Chapter I: DARK CLOUDS OVER A CLOSED WORLD

Chapter Il: A STRANGER ON THE ROAD

Chapter I1I: ENVISAGING AND ENGENDERING AN

OPEN WORLD

Chapter IV: A HEART OPEN TO THE WHOLE WORLD ECUMENICAL CHRISTIAN PRAYER

Cimptar Vi DIALASIE AND FRIENDSHIFIN “Come, Holy Spifit, show us your beauty
SEdi . reflected in all the peoples of the earth,
Chapter VII: PATHS OF RENEWED ENCOUNTER 59 1h?rtn\¢:§r?;?|¥ :Illsdc:r;earr: 22\:&;2::;” are
different faces of the one humanity
that God so loves.”
Amén

Fratelli Tutti infographic courtesy of the Diocese of Cork and Ross



IN THE LITURGICAL CALENDAR THIS WEEK
ST TERESA OF AVILA
OCTOBER 15

Teresa was born in 1515, and so she lived in an age of exploration as well
as political, social, and religious upheaval. The gift of God to Teresa in and
through which she became holy and left her mark on the Church and the
world is threefold: She was a woman; she was a contemplative; she was
an active reformer.
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As a woman, Teresa stood on her own two feet, even in the man’s world of her time. She entered
the Carmelite convent, despite strong opposition from her father.

Teresa was a woman of prayer, discipline, and compassion. Her heart belonged to God. Her
ongoing conversion was an arduous lifelong struggle, involving ongoing purification and suffering.
She was misunderstood, misjudged, and opposed in her efforts at reform. Yet she struggled on,
courageous and faithful; she struggled with her own mediocrity, her iliness, her opposition. And in
the midst of all this she clung to God in life and in prayer. Her writings on prayer and contemplation
are drawn from her experience: powerful, practical, mystical and graceful. She was a woman of
prayer; a woman for God.

Teresa spent much of her time and energy seeking to reform herself and the Carmelites, to lead
them back to the full observance of their Rule. She founded over a half-dozen new monasteries.
She traveled, wrote, fought—always to renew, to reform.

Her writings, especially the Way of Perfection and The Interior Castle, have influenced generations
of believers.

FACTS ABOUT ST TERESA OF AVILA
Feast Day: October 15

Patron: of Headache sufferers, Spanish
Catholic Writers

Birth: March 28, 1515

Death: October 4, 1582

ING 600D, Beatified: 1614 by Pope Paul V

Canonized: 1622 by Pope Gregory XV
Declared a Doctor of the Church 1970 by
Pope Paul VI
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Let nothing Disturb you, Let | & ‘%

nothing frighten you, Though all %At 3

For pmyér is nothing
else than being on

things pass, God does not

change. Patience wins all things.
But he lacks nothing who
possesses God; For God alone
suffices.
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