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THE WORD OF GOD FOR TODAY 

Matthew 22:34-40
The Greatest Commandment
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one 
of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is 
the greatest?’ He said to him, ‘ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a 
second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets.’

REFLECTING ON THE WORD 

The first reading and the Gospel are so very appropriate for our present day (and all times really).  Though this 
reflection is on the Gospel, the reader would do well to also read the first reading from Exodus 22:20-26 for this 30th 
Sunday in OT.  There, Moses relates to the people what God tells them as they arrive at Mt Sinai on the journey back to 
the promised land.  There God tells the people that they must treat those who are “resident aliens” meaning, 
immigrants, migrants and people from other lands;  in other words, those who are strangers to us.  They are not to be 
wronged or oppressed.  If there are any among them who are vulnerable, they are not to be harmed.  Furthermore, if 
they are harmed, God will hear them when they cry out and God will punish the chosen people.  Furthermore, God tells 
the people to not take financial advantage of those who are strangers.  If anyone is without, then they must be given 
what they need to live safely and comfortably.  This hospitality became a virtue of the chosen people and the culture of 
the middle east.  It exists to this very day.  God is a god of mercy and compassion to anyone who is oppressed and 
suffers.

This code of behaviour is in the heart and mind of God and gives us insight into how God views the world and all of its 
peoples.  It is then followed by the Gospel of today when Jesus equates love of God, with full heart, mind and soul, with 
love of neighbour.  One cannot claim to love God, if one does not love neighbour.  You cannot love God if you do not 
love the other.  

Today our world, is more divided along ideological, cultural and racial lines.  The rise in nationalism has haunted 
human history and we see it continues to do so even today.  Some say let us build walls and stronger borders to keep out 
the stranger, and those who are different from us and our way of life.  This attitude is not in keeping with the Word of 
God.  

The world is complex and the problems we face are a challenge to say they least.  They do not have easy solutions.  
However, if we want to claim that we are Christians, then, hospitality, mercy, compassion extended to those who are 
not from our own families, neighbourhoods, cites and countries must be a virtue that guides all that we do.  

In God’s kingdom, there are no walls, no locked doors.  There is only an ear attuned to the cries of those who suffer and 
a hand extended in hospitality and mercy.   If we do that, then we show our love for God.
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 
We continue our exploration of Pope Francis’ 3rd Encyclical, Fratelli Tutti 

Fratelli Tutti infographic courtesy of the Diocese of Cork and Ross

For the English text of this Encyclical click here.

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html


AS WE PREPARE 
FOR THE FEASTS OF ALL SAINTS AND ALL SOULS 

 Next weekend, we will celebrate the Feasts of All Saints (November 1) 
and All Souls (November 2). October 31, which many of us mark as 
“Hallowe’en” is the Eve of All Saints, or All Hallows Eve. We’ll have more 
on this in next weekend’s issue of Living Faith. To help you enter into 
these feasts, here is a graphic created by the Archdiocese of Toronto, 
which you might find helpful. 

Subscribe to our weekly catechetical resource.  Email: familycatechesis@rcsj.org



Used with Permission

World Mission Sunday October 18, 2020

Last week, the Church celebrated its annual World Mission Sunday.  We wish to thank 
everyone who prayed for and were able to support the work of the missions last week.  Your 
prayers and donations will make a huge contribution to the growth of the Church and to the 
well-being of the poor in the world.  Please continue to pray for all those who serve in 
mission countries to bring Christ’s message of love to the world’s most vulnerable.  Also, your 
generosity and support of the missions throughout the year would also be very much 
appreciated.  With deep gratitude, we thank you again for your prayerful and financial 
support of World Mission Sunday 2020.

(Sister Rosemary Ryan, Director for the Pontifical Mission Societies)
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