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THE GOSPEL TODAY 
Mark 8:27-35 

 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way 
he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ And they answered him, ‘John 
the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.’ He asked them, 
‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You are the Messiah.’ And he 
sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.’ 

 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 
the sake of the gospel, will save it. 

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME 
In the Gospel today, Jesus asks us—His modern-day disciples—a very important 
question: “Who do you say I am?” It’s a question that every Christian, in every age, has 
had to face and answer because, in order to be authentic, faith is founded on knowing 
and falling in love with Jesus Christ. In the Gospel, almost immediately, Jesus then 
goes on to challenge us, by telling us that being His follower in the world today means 
taking up our cross and following Him. 

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

• Who do you say Jesus is?
• What draws you or attracts you about Jesus?
• What might it mean for you to take up your cross and follow Him?
• Where do you recognize Jesus in the people and the world around you?
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 
THROUGH BAPTISM, WE ARE ALL MISSIONARY DISCIPLES 

(Remarks during the Angelus, July 15, 2018) 

"The missionary disciple has first of all 
a center, a point of reference, which is 
the person of Jesus." 

"It is not an initiative of individual believers, 
groups or even large groups, but it is the 
Church's mission inseparably united with 
her Lord. No Christian proclaims the 
Gospel 'on his or her own,' but only as one 
sent by the Church who received the 
mandate from Christ himself." 

The second characteristic of the style of 
the missionary is… a face, the heart of 
which is a poverty of the means. The 
Twelve, in fact, are ordered "to take 
nothing but a stick for the journey: neither 
bread nor bag, nor money in the belt" (v. 
8). The Master wants them to remain free 
and light, without support and without 
favours, secure only in the love of the one 
who sends them, remaining strong only 
on the power of his word which they go to 
announce. 

Every Christian is a missionary to the extent 
that he or she has encountered the love of 
God in Christ Jesus: we no longer say that we 
are “disciples” and “missionaries,” but rather 
that we are always “missionary disciples.” 



BAPTIZED TO BE 
 “A CHURCH THAT GOES FORTH”

“Each individual Christian and every 
community is called to be an instrument 
of God for the liberation and promotion 
of the poor, and for enabling them to 

be fully a part of society” (Evangelii
Gaudium, #187). 

“A true ecological approach always becomes 
a social approach: it must integrate questions 
of justice in debates on the environment, so 
as to hear both the cry of the earth and the 

cry of the poor” (Laudato Si’, # 49). 
“Christian families should never forget that 
‘faith does not remove us from the world, 
but draws us more deeply into it… Each of 
us, in fact, has a special role in preparing 
for the coming of God’s kingdom in our 
world.’ Families should not see 
themselves as a refuge from society, but 
instead go forth from their homes in a 
spirit of solidarity with others. In this way, 
they become a hub for integrating persons 
into society and a point of contact 
between the public and private spheres” 
(Amoris Laetitia, 181). 

“Hope is the force that drives the hearts of those who 
depart, leaving home, their homeland, at times their 
relatives and families — I am thinking of the migrants 
— in search of a better life which is worthier of them 
and their loved ones. And it is also the impulse in the 
heart of those who welcome: the desire to encounter, 
to get to know each other, to dialogue. . . . Hope is the 
force that drives us ‘to share the journey,’ because the 
journey is made jointly . . . . Christ himself asks us to 
welcome our brother and sister migrants and refugees 
with open arms, with arms wide open” (General 
Audience, Sept. 27, 2017). 
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