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THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out,
the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what
concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants,
‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites
of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with
water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it
to the chief steward.’ So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water
knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine
first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the
good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his
glory; and his disciples believed in him.

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL

The account of the wedding feast at Cana is not really about the wedding. It is about Jesus beginning
his public life, with what the gospel-writer John calls “the first of his signs.” A sign points to something
beyond itself; there is more to a sign than meets the eye. For example, the wine running out at the
wedding feast in Cana is a wonderful opportunity for Jesus to show his special concern for the poor
and ordinary folk like the bride and groom in Cana – while also manifesting himself as the Son of God
and Messiah. Mary’s simple words, “They have no wine,” is John’s way of reminding us of the
symbolism of wine.
While water is necessary for life, wine is not. Wine is a special treat for times of celebration; it brings
joy. Six hundred litres of wine is certainly a sign of the abundance of God’s love and care – and also
a sign of God’s approval of God’s people celebrating and of the important place of joy in our lives.
Perhaps the most important words in this gospel passage are the words of Mary to the servants: “Do
whatever he tells you.” They are also addressed to us. By our baptism, we are disciples of Jesus,
and disciples follow the master, do what the master says. The water turned into wine is a sign of
what can come from following Jesus. If we do whatever he tells us, not only will water be changed
into wine; we will be transformed, and through our co-operation with Jesus the world will be
transformed.

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS
•
•
•
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Name some important signs or symbols in our Catholic faith. (A couple of examples to get you
going: crucifix, water)
Choose a few of those signs or symbols and discuss what each of them points to beyond itself.
In other words, what is the ‘meaning’ of each of those signs or symbols?
In your own personal Christian life, what sign or symbol is especially important? Why?
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A video interpreation of the Wedding at Cana by Ignatian Press can be found here.
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WHAT’S GOING ON THIS WEEK?
THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
JANUARY 18-25, 2022
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is an annual ecumenical
celebration. Christians around the world are invited to pray for the unity
of all Christians, to reflect on scripture together, to participate in jointlyorganized ecumenical services, and to share fellowship.
You can use the resources on the website
https://www.weekofprayer.ca/ not only during the Week of Prayer itself,
but throughout the year. Let them help you express the degree of
communion already given to the churches, and to pray together that
we may be more fully united in the one Christ.

The 2022 theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, “We

saw the star in the East, and we came to worship him” (Mt 2:2), was
prepared by the Middle East Council of Churches, based in Beirut,
Lebanon. The international theme and resources speak to our world’s
urgent need for solidarity and transformation in the face of political,
economic, and social turmoil, including the challenges and injustices
highlighted by the COVID-19 pandemic. As we join the Christians of the
Middle East in the journey to Christ’s manger, may we become a sign
of the unity that God desires for all creation, and may we return to our
home, our churches, and our world by new ways.
Why does it matter?
In the Gospel of John, Christ prays for his disciples before going to the cross. He asks that
his followers “may all be one,” as he and the Father are one, “so that the world may believe”
and have life in his name (John 17). Christian unity is here made central to the very being of
the church and to its mission and witness.
Today, we live with divisions even as we yearn for the unity promised and commissioned by
Christ. The long and often painful history of Christianity has sundered our churches for
theological, liturgical, and political reasons. Many Christians now strive to heal these
divisions, yet honour our diversity, through ecumenical dialogue, common action, and
relationship-building. They also come together to pray for unity, joining Christ in his prayer to
the Father.
The worldwide celebration of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is both the seed and and
the fruit of this striving for ‘unity in diversity’. This time of shared prayer, reflection, and
fellowship invites Christians of different traditions to deepen our relationships and to live and
witness together throughout the year.
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ST. AGNES
JANUARY 21
St. Agnes of Rome was born in 291 AD and raised in a wealthy
Christian family. Agnes was very beautiful. Her hand in marriage
was highly sought after, but Agnes made a vow never to marry.
According to legend, the young men she turned away became so
angry and insulted by her devotion to God and purity that they
began to submit her name to authorities as a Christian follower.
Agnes was betrayed to the anti-Christian authorities and
sentenced to death. At first, Agnes was tied to a stake, but
either the wood would not burn or the flames parted away from
her. This prompted an officer to draw his sword and behead the
girl. She died on January 21, 304.
The wool used in the pallium worn by every Archbishop in the
world is made from wool shorn on the Feast of St. Agnes.
The pallium, made of lamb’s wool, is a white band
measuring about 5 cm in width. Two equally wide
bands, about 30 cm long containing small silkcovered lead pieces, extend one in front and one
on the back.
It is worn over the chasuble and is the insignia of
the office of a metropolitan archbishop, that is, of
an archbishop who is the bishop of a metropolitan
archdiocese. An example of a metropolitan
archdiocese is our own Archdiocese of St. John’s.
Six black crosses adorn the pallium and are placed
in the front and back, on each shoulder, and on
the ends of the pieces hanging in front and back.
The crosses on the front, on the back, and on the
left shoulder also bear a pin, called a spinula (a
Latin word meaning a small spine, or thorn).
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