LIVING FAITH
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Luke 4:21-30

Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’
All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth.
They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’
He said to them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, “Doctor, cure yourself!”
And you will say,
“Do here also in your home town the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.”
And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s home town.
But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up
for three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to
none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the
time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”
When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the
town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off
the cliff. But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL

How quickly the people of Jesus’ hometown went from amazement to rage! And what a
disappointment that must have been for Jesus. He had come home to announce good news to his
family and neighbours – good news tha would set them free, assure them of God’s steadfast love and
fidelity, give them hope for the future. But they could not accept the possibility that “the carpenter’s
son” could be a Prophet.
Through the ages that continues to be the fate of many Prophets. They don’t have the expected
credentials; what they say doesn’t fit with what we already believe (or think we know); their message
demands too much from us. And there’s the rub! The implications of the message are so farreaching, so frightening, and will demand too much change in our attitudes and lifestyle.
If the prophetic word (the good news) is to be fulfilled, it needs to be accepted and acted on. This is
where the widow of Zarephath mentioned by Jesus in the synagogue can teach us something. It was
a time of severe drought and famine when the Prophet Elijah asked this poor widow for a little water
and a morsel of bread. The widow does not know that Elijah is a prophet; she is about to prepare a
meagre final meal for herself and her son, before they die. Nevertheless, she does what Elijah asks
of her. This woman has the courage to risk herself and her survival – and it pays off: her jar of meal
and jug of oil never grew empty through the rest of the famine. Faith that can take a risk can
empower us to accept the good news and its demands, because it mysteriously calls forth the healing
energy of Jesus.

TALKING AS FAMILY AND FRIENDS
•

What might all this say to us in the face of climate change, or the Covid pandemic, or the
current restructuring of our Archdiocese?
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The Serenity Prayer
God grant me the serenity
To accept the things I cannot change;
Courage to change the things I can;
And wisdom to know the difference.
Living one day at a time;
Enjoying one moment at a time;
Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;
Taking, as He .did, this sinful world
As it is, not as I would have it;
Trusting that He will make all things right
If I surrender to His Will;
So that I may be reasonably happy in this life
And supremely happy with Him
Forever and ever in the next.
Amen.

Subscribe to our weekly Catechetical resource. E-mail: Familycatechesis@rcsj.org
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THE CHURCH TEACHES
WORLD DAY FOR CONSECRATED LIFE
FEBRUARY 2
What is “consecrated life”? Those men and women
who live what we describe as “consecrated life” are
those who have consecrated their lives to God by
the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience. In
our Archdiocese, these include Sisters of Mercy,
Presentation Sisters, Edmund Rice Christian
Brothers, Redemptorists, Jesuits and
Vocationists. There are also some who live other
forms of consecrated life.
In 1997, Pope Saint John Paul II instituted a day of
prayer for women and men in consecrated life. This
celebration is attached to the Feast of the Presentation
of the Lord on February 2nd. This Feast is also known as
Candlemas Day; the day on which candles are blessed
symbolizing Christ who is the light of the world. So too,
those in consecrated life are called to reflect the light
of Jesus Christ to all peoples. The celebration of World
Day for Consecrated Life is transferred to the following
Sunday in order to highlight the gift of consecrated
persons for the whole Church.
"This then is the consecrated life: praise which
gives joy to God’s people, prophetic vision that
reveals what counts. Consecrated life is not about
survival… this is the temptation of our days, in the
face of declining vocations. No, it is not about
survival, but new life. “But… there are only a few of
us…” – it’s about new life. It is a living encounter
with the Lord in his people. It is a call to the
faithful obedience of daily life and to the
unexpected surprises from the Spirit. It is a vision
of what we need to embrace in order to experience
joy: Jesus" --Pope Francis, Homily on February 2, 2019
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EVENTS THIS WEEK

St. Agatha -- February 5th
St. Agatha, also known as Agatha of Sicily,
is one of the most highly venerated virgin
martyrs of the Catholic Church. It is
believed that she was born around 231 in
either Catania or Palermo, Sicily to a rich
and noble family. From her very early years,
the notably beautiful Agatha dedicated her
life to God.
One of the men who desired Agatha, whose
was Quintianus. His persistent proposals
were consistently spurned by Agatha, so
Quintianus, knowing she was a Christian
during the persecution of Decius, had her
arrested and brought before the judge. He
was the Judge. Agnes died around 251 AD.
St. Agatha is the patron saint of Sicily, bellfounders, breast cancer patients, Palermo,
rape victims, and wet nurses.

SYNOD QUESTION OF THE WEEK

The entire Church is involved in a synodal process, leading up to a gathering of bishops in
Rome in 2023. This Synod is entitled: “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, and
Mission.” We are all called to listen together, talk together, and discern together.
In the Archdiocese of St. John’s, for the next ten weeks, we invite you to think, reflect, pray and talk
with one another about the ten questions that Pope Francis proposes for us—one question at a time.
This week, the question we put before you is:

2. LISTENING Listening is the first step, but it requires an open mind and heart, without prejudice.

How is God speaking to us through voices we sometimes ignore? How are the laity listened to,
especially women and young people? What facilitates or inhibits our listening? How well do we listen
to those on the peripheries? How is the contribution of consecrated men and women integrated?
What are some limitations in our ability to listen, especially to those who have different views than our
own? What space is there for the voice of minorities, especially people who experience poverty,
marginalization, or social exclusion?

If you would like to share your response to this question with the Archdiocesan Synod
Team, please e-mail your response to: rafftcssr@gmail.com.
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