LIVING FAITH

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
January 9, 2022

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY (Lk 3:15-16, 21-22)

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying,
the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
While he was praying after his baptism, Jesus had a profound spiritual experience in which he was
affirmed by God, confirmed as Son of God, and commissioned to begin his public work – announcing
the good news that God is loving and merciful and establishing the kingdom of God among us and
within us.
The heart and centre of Luke’s account of the Baptism of the Lord is the voice from heaven: “You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” I wonder how often through his public ministry
Jesus might have gone back and relived his baptismal experience and commissioning, reminding
himself and being reassured that he is in fact God’s Beloved, and that God is well pleased with him.
I think it is quite legitimate to imagine Jesus harking back to his baptismal experience for strength and
inspiration, just as we ourselves hark back to significant moments and experiences. And I say that,
because the very fact Jesus was baptized is proof of his solidarity and oneness with all of us. As the
sinless One Jesus did not need the baptism of repentance proclaimed by John. But in stepping
forward as one of the crowd to be baptized, Jesus affirmed his solidarity will all of sinful humanity. He
became God-with-us-sinners, in the flesh.
The flip side of that solidarity of Jesus with us is, of course, that we are also invited to be in solidarity
with Jesus. In Baptism God assures each of us, “You are my daughter/son whom I love; with you I
am well pleased. There are moments through our lives that confirm that. We can hark back and
remember, “God will never leave me. I am the Beloved of God.”

TALKING WITH FAMILIES AND FRIENDS

It might not be as dramatic as Jesus’ spiritual experience after his baptism, but we do have spiritual
experiences: moments of wonder and awe, moments of insight or understanding, moments when we
are overwhelmed by someone’s goodness or kindness.
Describe a spiritual experience you have had...
• How did that experience affect you or change you?
• How do/did others benefit from your spiritual experience?
• Would you say that God or a ‘higher power’ had anything to do with the experience?
OR Use the above questions to discuss someone else’s spiritual experience about which you have
heard or read.
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A family activity for this week: Take some time to share stories about
family members' baptisms. Who attended...who are godparents...are
there particular traditions in your family about baptism...view video
or pictures...view items you may have, ex. baptism candles, garment or
christening dress, certificate. Take time to reflect about these family
baptisimal treasures and there spiritual significance to you.
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THE CHURCH TEACHES
BAPTISM IN THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
1213 Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life,
the gateway to life in the Spirit and the door which gives
access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism we are
freed from sin and reborn as sons and daughters of God;
we become members of Christ, are incorporated into the
Church and made sharers in her mission: "Baptism is the
sacrament of regeneration through water in the word.”

1253 Baptism is the sacrament of faith. But faith
needs the community of believers. It is only within
the faith of the Church that each of the faithful can
believe. The faith required for Baptism is not a
perfect and mature faith, but a beginning
1254 For all the baptized, children or adults, faith must
grow after Baptism. For this reason the Church celebrates
each year at the Easter Vigil the renewal of baptismal
promises. Preparation for Baptism leads only to the
threshold of new life. Baptism is the source of that new
life in Christ from which the entire Christian life springs
forth.
1279 The fruit of Baptism, or baptismal grace, is a
rich reality that includes forgiveness of original sin
and all personal sins, birth into the new life by which
man becomes an adoptive son of the Father, a
member of Christ and a temple of the Holy Spirit. By
this very fact the person baptized is incorporated into
the Church, the Body of Christ, and made a sharer in
the priesthood of Christ.
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WHAT’S GOING ON THIS WEEK?
FEASTS THIS WEEK
St. Marguerite Bourgeoys JANUARY 12
Marguerite Bourgeoys was a sister in the cloistered
Congrégation de Notre-Dame of Troyes and
director of an extern group of women. When Paul
Chomedey de Maisonneuve, Governor of Montreal
in New France, asked his sister for help in finding a
teacher for the settlement, she suggested
Marguerite, the leader of the group of young
women who taught the children of the poor.
Marguerite was born in Troyes in the Champagne
region of France in 1620. At the age of 20, she
experienced a profound change in herself during a
church procession that led her to set aside the
frivolous things of life. By the time she met
Monsieur de Maisonneuve, her qualities of
leadership and her ability to gather people together
for a common cause were well recognized.

PRAYER TO ST. MARGUERITE BOURGEOYS
Marguerite Bourgeoys, whose compassionate
power is ever increasing,
show us your way of Truth, Faith and Holiness.
Make us humble enough to abandon ourselves to
the Will of God, generous enough to find in the
Cross the joy of the Loving Giver.
May your fidelity to Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament lead us ever nearer to this source of
light and peace. May your spirit of openness help
us to be concerned for our brothers and sisters
throughout the world.
Finally, may the Holy Trinity, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, bring us to this unity of eternal grace
to which God has called you for all eternity.
Amen.
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Marguerite Bourgeoys listened to Maisonnneuve’s
request and agreed to accompany the recruitment
of 1653 that would shore up the defences of VilleMarie and its fifty-some inhabitants against the
constant attacks of the Iroquois. During the
treacherous sea voyage to the New World, she
became nurse, confidante, support and firm friend
to the men and women whose arrival tripled the
population of Montreal.
In 1658, she opened a school, and returned to
France to find companions who shared her vision.
Together they formed the nucleus of the
Congrégation de Notre-Dame, a community of
uncloistered women.
Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys was canonized in
1982. A pioneer woman who worked in an outpost
of the French empire, she built houses and
established a farm, and opened schools for native
children as well as for children of the colony.

