LIVING FAITH

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER- MAY 8
MOTHER’S DAY
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
John 10:27-30
My sheep hear my voice.
I know them, and they follow me.
I give them eternal life, and they will never perish.
No one will snatch them out of my hand.
What my Father has given me is greater than all else,
and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand.
The Father and I are one.’

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL
Today’s Gospel speaks powerfully to mothers. The work of a mother is a lot like the
work of a shepherd, isn’t it? Mothers love their children, try to keep them safe from
harm, try to show them good paths to follow throughout their lives, and pray that God
will guide them.
Today is also the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. A vocation is a call from God.
Most people are called to the married life. Some are called to a single life. Some
people are called to religious life, and choose to take vows and live in a religious
community. Some are called to the priesthood, and are ordained for service in the
Church.
There are many pathways that people can follow in response to God’s invitation and
call to service. How are you called to serve?

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS
• How do people discover their vocation? How do people hear the voice of God in
their lives?
• How did you discover your vocation or calling in life?
• How can we help people to discover where and how God might be calling them?
What ideas would you have about this?
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A Mothers' Day Reflection
What can we say about Mothers that has not already been said in poems and prayers, in songs and in tributes?
What gift could we give them that would ever express the gratitude Mothers deserve? What gesture could we make
that would reflect the honour and love that is worthy of them? It is the thoughts and feelings deep in our own hearts
that can best delight our Mothers. It is the gift of our respect and admiration of the woman who is our Mother that
can most adequately thank her. And it is the warmth of our presence and selfgiving to her that can most truly
affirm and honour her.
In whatever way Mother's day is celebrated in your family, take some time to thank and bless your Mother and all
those who act in motherly roles in our lives. Perhaps at the end of the day, gather round a meal and name what it is
that you value and appreciate about your Mother. Having done so, give a family blessing to your Mother.
The blessing that would most deeply touch your Mother would be the blessing that you write as a family.
Use the following as a guide:
May you be blessed Mom, with God's loving support as you give yourself to us in all that you do for us.
Response: Amen
May you be blessed Mom with the wisdom and strength of God's Spirit as you faithfully do what you know to be
good and right for us your children.
Response: Amen
May you be blessed Mom with joy and laughter, wonder and delight in our family life together.
Response: Amen
May you be blessed Mom with our support, understanding and love in those times when you are tired, stressed and
in need. May God always bless you, protect you and be gracious to you.
Response: Amen
A Prayer for those without their Mothers
God of compassion and of tender mercy, we remember today our Mother who is no longer with us. We ask you to
bring comfort and healing to us as we grieve and pain at the loss and separation of our Mother. May time bring us,
through your grace, peace and understanding of all that we struggle to accept in our lives. We make this prayer in
your name, O God of Love. Amen.
Adapted from© 2002 Emmaus Productions. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Art on top from: www.topnews.in
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THE CHURCH TEACHES
WHAT IS A VOCATION?
A vocation is all about
love. It is a life of love in a
concrete, particular form
that comes from God.
Each vocation begins
with God’s love for us. In
that love for you, God
speaks to your heart, and
calls you to a particular
form of life. Your
response is your total gift
of self to God.

“You did not choose
me, but I chose you”
(Jn 15:16)
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The key to discovering
your vocation is first to
allow Jesus to show His
tender love to you.
This love
will make you capable
of loving Him in return.

PRAYER FOR WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
from Pope Francis

Holy Spirit, stir within us the passion to promote vocations to the consecrated life,
societies of apostolic life, diocesan priesthood, and permanent diaconate.
Inspire us daily to respond to Your call with boundless compassion,
abundant generosity, and radical availability.
Help us to remember our own baptismal call to rouse us to invite the next generation
to hear and respond to Your call.
Inspire parents, families, and lay ecclesial ministers
to begin a conversation with young Catholics
to consider a how they will live lives of holiness and sacred service.
Nudge inquirers and motivate discerners to learn more about monastic life, apostolic
life, missionaries, cloistered contemplative life,
and evangelical Franciscan life.
Ignite our Church with the confident humility that there is an urgent need for
religious sisters, brothers, deacons, and priests
to live in solidarity with those who are poor, neglected, and marginalized.
Disrupt our comfortable lives and complacent attitudes with new ideas
to respond courageously and creativity with a daily 'YES!' Amen.
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