LIVING FAITH
THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST
(CORPUS CHRISTI)

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY: Luke 9:11b-17

When the crowds found out about the wonders Jesus had done,
they followed him; and he welcomed them,
and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed to be cured.
The day was drawing to a close, and the twelve came to him and said,
‘Send the crowd away, so that they may go into the surrounding villages and countryside,
to lodge and get provisions; for we are here in a deserted place.’
But he said to them, ‘You give them something to eat.’
They said, ‘We have no more than five loaves and two fish—
unless we are to go and buy food for all these people.’
For there were about five thousand men.
And he said to his disciples, ‘Make them sit down in groups of about fifty each.’
They did so and made them all sit down.
And taking the five loaves and the two fish,
he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke them,
and gave them to the disciples to set before the crowd.
And all ate and were filled.
What was left over was gathered up, twelve baskets of broken pieces.

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL: In 2018, on Corpus Christi Sunday, Pope Francis gave a
homily in which he said: “In life, we constantly need to be fed: nourished not only with
food, but also with plans and affection, hopes and desires. We hunger to be loved. But
the most pleasing compliments, the finest gifts and the most advanced technologies are
not enough; they never completely satisfy us.” “The Eucharist is simple food, like bread,
yet it is the only food that satisfies, for there is no greater love,” he added. “There we
encounter Jesus really; we share his life and we feel his love.”
Talking with Family and Friends
• How are you hungry?
How do you ask Jesus to satisfy your hunger today?
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OFFICIAL PRAYER FOR THE
WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 2022

Heavenly Father,
We come before You to praise You
and to thank You for the great gift of the family.
We pray to You for all families
consecrated by the Sacrament of Matrimony.
May they rediscover each day the grace they have received,
and as small domestic Churches,
may they know how to witness to Your presence
and to the love with which Christ loves the Church.
We pray to You for all families faced with difficulty and suffering
caused by illness or circumstances of which only You know.
Sustain them and make them aware
of the path to holiness upon which You call them,
so that they might experience Your infinite mercy
and find new ways to grow in love.
We pray to You for children and young people:
may they encounter You and respond joyfully
to the vocation You have in mind for them;
We pray for parents and grandparents: may they be aware
that they are signs of the fatherhood and motherhood of God
in caring for the children who, in body and spirit, You entrust to them;
and for the experience of fraternity that the family can give to the world
Lord, grant that each family
might live their specific vocation to holiness in the Church
as a call to become missionary disciples,
in the service of life and peace,
in communion with our priests, religious,
and all vocations in the Church.

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES
FAMILY LOVE: A VOCATION AND PATH TO HOLINESS

WHAT

WHO
Local Churches
comprised of families
throughout the world.

WHY

It will be a kind of
"Family Week" in
unity with families
and dioceses around
the world.

WHEN
The World Meeting Of
Families will be held
June 22nd - 26th, 2022.

Among other things, the World Meeting is part of the current synodal journey
of the Church and can prove avaluable experience of "participation,
communion and mission" of families.
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THE CHURCH TEACHES
THE EUCHARIST
It was by means of (this bread and wine) that the
Lord Christ wished to present us with his body and
blood, which he shed for our sake for the
forgiveness of sins. If you receive them well, you
are yourselves what you receive.” (St. Augustine,
Sermon 227)
By the consecration the transubstantiation of the bread
and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ is brought
about. Under the consecrated species of bread and wine
Christ himself, living and glorious, is present in a true,
real, and substantial manner: his Body and his Blood,
with his soul and his divinity. (Catechism of the Catholic
Church, #1413)
Jesus said: "I am the living bread that came down
from heaven; if any one eats of this bread, he will
live forever; . . . he who eats my flesh and drinks
my blood has eternal life and . . . abides in me, and
I in him" (Jn 6:51, 54, 56). (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, #1406)

I am the
Bread of
Life…

The Eucharist is the heart and the summit of the
Church's life, for in it Christ associates his Church and all
her members with his sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
offered once for all on the cross to his Father; by this
sacrifice he pours out the graces of salvation on his Body
which is the Church. (Catechism of the Catholic Church,
#1407)

The Eucharistic celebration always includes: the
proclamation of the Word of God; thanksgiving to
God the Father for all his benefits, above all the gift
of his Son; the consecration of bread and wine; and
participation in the liturgical banquet by receiving
the Lord's body and blood. These elements
constitute one single act of worship. (Catechism of
the Catholic Church, #1408)
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Behold what you
are. Become what
you receive.
St. Augustine
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SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST
JUNE 24
St. John the Baptist is the patron of the Archdiocese of St.
John’s, of our Basilica-Cathedral, of the city of St. John’s and of
the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador.
John the Baptist is mentioned in all four Gospels. The greatness
of John the Baptist, his pivotal place in the history of salvation, is
perhaps best seen in the great emphasis that the Evangelist
Luke gives to the announcement of his birth, and then the actual
birth itself. Luke ties together the announcement of the birth of
John the Baptist (and the story of the actual birth and the events
that surrounded it) and the announcement of the birth of Jesus.
The story takes up most of the first Chapter of the Gospel of
Luke, Chapter 1, verses 5 to 80. John the Baptist pointed the
way to Jesus. In his ministry, he attracted countless people to the
banks of the Jordan River, and it occurred to some people that
he might be the Messiah. John baptized Jesus in the Jordan. He
never sought to draw attention to himself, but constantly deferred
to Jesus, even sending away some of his followers to become
the first disciples of Jesus.

The statue of St. John the Baptist
that stands on top of the archway
in the Basilica piazza, looking out
over the city and the Narrows.
Sculptor: Filippo Ghersi, 1856
(Photo by John FitzGerald, 2020)

St. John the Baptist is also a patron saint of French Canada. In
addition to St. John,s, NL, the Canadian cities of Saint John, New
Brunswick (1604), and Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu, Quebec (1665)
were all named in his honor. His feast day of June 24, celebrated
officially in Quebec as the Fête Nationale du Québec, and in
Newfoundland and Labrador as Discovery Day.
To the left, you will see a photo of a stained glass window from
the Basilica of St. John the Baptist, showing the baptism of Jesus
by John in the Jordan River. The window, by George Earley of
Dublin, is part of a set of windows installed in 1955, on the
occasion of the 100th anniversary of the consecration of the
Cathedral.
The windows of the Basilica are in need of restoration and
stabilization. The Basilica Heritage Foundation is currently raising
funds to complete this project. If you are interested in becoming
part of the ongoing story of the Basilica by donating to our
Stained Glass Window Restoration Project, contact John
FitzGerald, Executive Director of the Basilica Heritage
Foundation by e-mail at BHF.inquiries@thebasilica.net
Photo credit: Robert and Lynn Photography 2018.
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