
LIVING FAITH 
TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
August 14, 2022

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 
Luke 12:49-53 

 ‘I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 
I have a baptism with which to be baptized,  
and what stress I am under until it is completed!  
Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth?  
No, I tell you, but rather division!  
From now on, five in one household will be divided,  
three against two and two against three; they will be divided: 
father against son 
   and son against father, 
mother against daughter 
   and daughter against mother, 
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
   and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’ 

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 

This is a very disturbing Gospel, on the surface level, anyway. What is Jesus saying? 
Is he advocating disputes in families? Is he saying that he actually came to bring 
division?  

We know that, in other places in the Gospels, Jesus prays for us to be one, he prays 
for unity. The truth is that, in this Gospel passage, Jesus is being ironic. Jesus does 
not want us to be divided from one another. Yet, divisions happen. In this Gospel 
passage, Jesus invites us to think about how we might behave when we encounter 
divisions in our families, in the Church, in our world, what we might say or do to heal 
divisions and build unity. 

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

• How have you healed divisions in your family in the past?
• What do you think Jesus really came to do?
• How can you be a person of unity and peace, following the way of Jesus?
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 
EXCERPTS FROM 

POPE FRANCIS’ HOMILY ON THE FAMILY 
JULY 26, 2022  

(THE FEAST OF STS JOACHIM AND ANNE, 
GRANDPARENTS OF JESUS) 

… It was in the home of Joachim and Anne that the child Jesus came to know his older 
relatives and experienced the closeness, tender love and wisdom of his grandparents. Let 
us think about our own grandparents, and reflect on two important things. 

First: we are children of a history that needs to be preserved. We are not isolated 
individuals, islands. No one comes into this world detached from others. Our roots, the love 
that awaited us and welcomed us into the world, the families in which we grew up, are part 
of a unique history that preceded us and gave us life. We did not choose that history; we 
received it as a gift, one that we are called to cherish, for, as the Book of Sirach reminds us, 
we are “descendants” of those who went before us; we are their “inheritance” (Sir 44:11). 
An inheritance that, quite apart from any claim to prestige or authority, intelligence or 
creativity in song or poetry, is centred on righteousness, on fidelity to God and his will. This 
is what they passed on to us. In order to accept who we really are, and how precious we 
are, we need to accept as part of ourselves the men and women from whom we are 
descended. They did not simply think about themselves, but passed on to us the treasure of 
life. We are here thanks to our parents, but also thanks to our grandparents, who helped us 
feel welcome in the world. Often they were the ones who loved us unconditionally, without 
expecting anything back. They took us by the hand when we were afraid, reassured us in 
the dark of night, encouraged us when in the full light of day we faced important life 
decisions. Thanks to our grandparents, we received a caress from the history that preceded 
us: we learned that goodness, tender love and wisdom are the solid roots of humanity. It 
was in our grandparents’ homes that many of us breathed in the fragrance of the Gospel, 
the strength of a faith which makes us feel at home. Thanks to them, we discovered that 
kind of “familiar” faith, a domestic faith. Because that is how faith is fundamentally passed 
on, at home, through a mother tongue, with affection and encouragement, care and 
closeness. 

This is our history, to which we are heirs and which we are called to preserve… Let us now 
think of the second important thing. In addition to being children of a history that needs to 
be preserved, we are authors of a history yet to be written. Each of us can recognize 
ourselves for who and what we are, marked by both light and shadows, and by the love that 
we did or did not receive. This is the mystery of human life: we are all someone’s children, 
begotten and shaped by another, but as we become adults, we too are called to give life, to 
be a father, mother or grandparent to someone else. Thinking about the people we are 
today, what do we want to do with ourselves? The grandparents who went before, the 
elderly who had dreams and hopes for us, and made great sacrifices for us, ask us an 
essential question: what kind of a society do we want to build? We received so much from 
the hands of those who preceded us. What do we, in turn, want to bequeath to those who 
come after us? … a diluted faith, or a living faith? A society founded on personal profit or on 
fraternity? A world at war or a world at peace? A devastated creation or a home that 
continues to be welcoming? 
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FEASTS THIS WEEK 
SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

AUGUST 15 

We find homilies on the Assumption going back to 
the sixth century. The feast was celebrated 
under various names–Commemoration, Dormition, 
Passing, Assumption–from at least the fifth or 
sixth century. By the 13th century there was 
universal agreement.  

Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s 
Assumption into heaven. Revelation 12 speaks of 
a woman who is caught up in the battle between 
good and evil. Many see this woman as Mary, who 
best embodies the people of both Old and New 
Testaments, her Assumption can be seen as an 
exemplification of the woman’s victory. 

Since Mary is closely associated with all the 
mysteries of Jesus’ life, it is not surprising that 
the Holy Spirit has led the Church to believe in 
Mary’s share in his glorification. So close was she 
to Jesus on earth, she must be with him body and 
soul in heaven. 

On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII 
defined the Assumption of Mary to be 
a dogma of faith: “We pronounce, 
declare and define it to be a divinely 
revealed dogma that the immaculate 
Mother of God, the ever-Virgin Mary, 
having completed the course of her 
earthly life, was assumed body and 
soul to heavenly glory.” The pope 
proclaimed this dogma only after a 
broad consultation of bishops, 
theologians and laity. What the pope 
solemnly declared was already a 
common belief in the Catholic 
Church. 
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