LIVING FAITH
SEPTEMBER 18, 2022
25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY: Luke 16:10-13
‘Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a

very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the
dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been
faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave can
serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.’

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL
In this parable, is Jesus praising the manager for cheating his employer twice over?
First, the manager squanders the rich man’s property, then he cheats him a second
time by writing off some of the debts owing to the rich man. Not only that, the manager
has the debtors do the actual cooking of the books: “[You] take [your] bill...and make it
fifty.”
Because the debtors are now his accomplices, the manager as them over a barrel;
they will have little choice but to “welcome [him] into their homes.”
Jesus is not praising the manager for his crimes or his dishonesty. What Jesus praises
is the manager’s ingenuity, “because he had acted shrewdly.” As Fr Ron Rolheiser
puts it: “Jesus points out that those who are outside our religious circles tend to be
more ingenious in times of trouble than we committed believers, who too often give
ourselves over to grumbling and inaction.

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS
• When it comes to our Christian faith and Christian living, do you agree with Fr
Rolheiser’s assessment that we are more likely to grumble and complain than we
are to take action to change or improve a situation? Why or why not?
• Give examples from your own experience in or with your ‘religious circle.’
• What do you make of the last sentence of the gospel reading? Describe how you
might put it into practice in your daily Christian living.
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THE CHURCH TEACHES
VIRTUES
THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
1803
"Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things."
A virtue is an habitual and firm disposition to do the
good. It allows the person not only to perform good acts,
but to give the best of himself. The virtuous person
tends toward the good with all his sensory and spiritual
powers; he pursues the good and chooses it in concrete
actions.

The goal of a virtuous life
is to become like God.

The Cardinal Virtues
1805 Four virtues play a pivotal role and accordingly
are called "cardinal"; all the others are grouped around
them. They are: prudence, justice, fortitude, and
temperance.
The Theological Virtues
1813 The theological virtues are the foundation of
Christian moral activity; they animate it and give it its
special character. They inform and give life to all the
moral virtues. They are infused by God into the souls of
the faithful to make them capable of acting as his children
and of meriting eternal life. They are the pledge of the
presence and action of the Holy Spirit in the faculties of
the human being. There are three theological virtues:
faith, hope, and charity.
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FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK
ST. MATTHEW (EVANGELIST)
SEPTEMBER 21
Matthew is also known in the New
Testament as Levi. He was on of the
twelve apostles of Jesus. The first
Gospel to appear in the New Testament
is attributed to him; thus, Matthew is one
of the four Evangelists.
Among the early followers and apostles
of Jesus, Matthew is mentioned
in Matthew 9:9 and Matthew 10:3 as a
tax collector who, while at work
in Capernaum, was called to follow
Jesus. Matthew was a learned man, and
so he is often pictured carrying an open
book.
Later Church fathers such
as Irenaeus and Clement of
Alexandria claim that Matthew preached
the Gospel to the Jewish community in
Judea, before going to other countries.
The Roman Catholic Church and the
Matthew is the patron saint of
Orthodox Church each hold the tradition
accountants and bankers.
that Matthew died as a martyr.
PRAYER TO ST. MATTHEW

O Glorious St. Matthew, in your Gospel you portray Jesus as the longed-for Messiah
who fulfilled the Prophets of the Old Covenant and as the new Lawgiver
who founded a Church of the New Covenant.
Obtain for us the grace to see Jesus living in his Church and to follow his teachings
in our lives on earth so that we may live forever with him in heaven.
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