
LIVING FAITH 
SEPTEMBER 25, 2022 
26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 
Luke 16:19-31 
‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every 
day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his 
hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The 
poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and 
was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with 
Lazarus by his side. He called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the 
tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.” But Abraham said, 
“Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner 
evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us 
a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, 
and no one can cross from there to us.” He said, “Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s 
house— for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this 
place of torment.” Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to 
them.” He said, “No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.” He said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” ’ 

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
The chasm is one of the powerful images in the parable of Lazarus and the rich man.  Ait highlights 
Jesus’ teaching about the unbreakable link between the love of God and the love of neighbour.  If we 
do not love our neighbour, we are separating ourselves from God. 

After both Lazarus and the rich man have died, we see their positions reversed: Lazarus is carried by 
angels to the bosom of Abraham (heaven), while the rich man finds himself in Hades (hell), where he 
is in torment and flames. The rich man begs that Lazarus be sent with water to cool the rich man’s 
tongue.  But Abraham informs the rich man, “Between you and us a great chasm has been fixed,” and 
there is no passing over it in either direction. 

The distance the rich man put between himself and the poor during his life is now the distance from 
God that he will experience for eternity.  The chasm is of the rich man’s own making, and it’s too late 
to change it.  During his life he could have built a bridge by being compassionate to the poor; 
however, he chose to live only for himself. 

“The parable of the rich man and Lazarus cries out in warning to today’s crisis of income inequality, 
an exploitative global economy that creates billionaires on the backs of the poor and at the expense 
of the planet itself.” (Pat Marrin) 

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

• What are the implications of Pat Marrin’s statement for your own Christian living?
• Choose another image from the parable and draw out its meaning and its implications for our

Christian living.
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 

SEPTEMBER 1-OCTOBER 4, 2022 
WHY ARE WE SO CONCERNED ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT? 

This sister (our earth) now cries out to us because of the harm 
we have inflicted on her by our irresponsible use and abuse of 
the goods with which God has endowed her. We have come to 
see ourselves as her lords and masters, entitled to plunder her 
at will. The violence present in our hearts, wounded by sin, is 
also reflected in the symptoms of sickness evident in the soil, in 
the water, in the air and in all forms of life. This is why the earth 
herself, burdened and laid waste, is among the most 
abandoned and maltreated of our poor; she “groans in travail” 
(Rom 8:22). We have forgotten that we ourselves are dust of 
the earth (cf. Gen 2:7); our very bodies are made up 1 Canticle 
of the Creatures, in Francis of Assisi: Early Documents, vol. 1, 
New York-London-Manila, 1999, 113-114. 4 of her elements, 
we breathe her air and we receive life and refreshment from her 
waters. (Laudato Si, paragraph 1) 

The destruction of the human environment is extremely serious, not only because God has 
entrusted the world to us men and women, but because human life is itself a gift which must be 

defended from various forms of debasement. (Laudato Si, paragraph 5) 
I believe that Saint Francis is the example par excellence of 
care for the vulnerable and of an integral ecology lived out 
joyfully and authentically. He is the patron saint of all who study 
and work in the area of ecology, and he is also much loved by 
non-Christians. He was particularly concerned for God’s 
creation and for the poor and outcast. He loved, and was 
deeply loved for his joy, his generous self-giving, his 
openheartedness. He was a mystic and a pilgrim who lived in 
simplicity and in wonderful harmony with God, with others, with 
nature and with himself. He shows us just how inseparable the 
bond is between concern for nature, justice for the poor, 
commitment to society, and interior peace. (Laudato Si, 
paragraph 10) 
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FEASTS THIS WEEK 
THE JESUIT MARTYRS 

SEPTEMBER 26 

ST. JEAN DE BREBEUF, ST. ISAAC JOGUES  AND COMPANIONS 

The eight North American martyrs, also known as the Canadian Martyrs, the Jesuit Martyrs 
of North America or the Martyrs of France, included six priests and two lay brothers. They 
were heroic members of the Society of Jesus who were martyred in North America as they 
served the Huron, the Iroquois and the Mohawk First Nations people. Five of the eight North 
American martyrs were put to death in what is now Canada, and three of them in New York 
State. There is a shrine to the United States' martyrs at Auriesville in New York, and there 
is a shrine to the Canadian martyrs at Fort Saint Mary near Midland, Ontario. The names of 
the eight North American martyrs are: 

Saint Rene Goupil, a lay brother martyred in 1642 in New York State, 
Saint Isaac Jogues, a priest, 
Saint John de Lalande, a lay brother, martyred in 1646 in New York State, 
Saint Anthony Daniel, a priest, martyred in Canada in 1648, 
Saint John de Brebeuf, 
Saint Charles Garnier, 
Saint Noel Chabanel and 
Saint Gabriel Lalemant, all priests, and all martyred in Canada in 1649. 

Photo: Stained glass window of the Jesuit Martyrs, by Gerard Earley of 
Dublin, in the Basilica-Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, 1955. 
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