
LIVING FAITH 
November 27, 2022 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 
Matthew 24:37-44 

For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 
and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, 
so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 
Two women will be grinding meal together; 
one will be taken and one will be left. 
Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night 
the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 
and would not have let his house be broken into. 
Therefore you also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
Stay awake! How often have you stayed awake? We stay awake when we are worried 
about something in the future that causes us anxiety—a test or a medical appointment, 
for example. We stay awake in anticipation of something good—a party, a visitor 
arriving, a graduation. We stay awake worrying about the past—an argument or 
misunderstanding, a rumour, something we said or didn’t say. Jesus’ call to “stay 
awake!” is different. He is really calling us to be attentive in the present, to watch for 
the signs that He is with us, here and now.  

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

• For adults: What makes it difficult to see the action of God in the present
moment?

• For children: What signs can you name that show that Jesus is with us and
around us?
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A NEW LITUGICAL YEAR 
YEAR A—THE YEAR OF MATTHEW 

DID YOU KNOW? 

• The liturgical year is made up of five seasons and Ordinary Time:

Advent - four weeks of preparation before the celebration of Jesus' birth; 
Christmas - recalling the Nativity of Jesus Christ and his manifestation to 
all the peoples of the world; 
Lent - a six-week period of penance before Easter; 
The Paschal Triduum - the holiest "Three Days" of the Church's year, where 
we recall the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus; 
Easter - 50 days of joyful celebration of the Lord's resurrection from the 
dead and his sending forth of the Holy Spirit; 

Ordinary Time - divided into two sections (one span of 4-8 weeks after 
Christmas and another lasting about six months after Easter). 

• In Year A, we use the Gospel of Matthew, in Year B, the Gospel of Mark, and in Year C, the
Gospel of Luke.

• The First Reading is from the Old Testament, except in Easter Season. Then, the First Reading
is taken from the Acts of the Apostles.

• In addition to the readings, the liturgical calendar also determines the priest's vestment
colours and the colours of the decorations in the church.

• The centre and heart of the liturgical year is the Easter Triduum (Holy Thursday to Easter
Sunday).

• The Liturgical calendar year begins on the first Sunday of Advent, and ends on the Feast of
Christ the King.
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THE YEAR OF MATTHEW 
IN YEAR B OF THE LITURGICAL CYCLE, 

WE HEAR 
THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW PROCLAIMED 

Who was Matthew? When did he write this Gospel? 
Who was he writing for? 
The Gospel of Matthew was probably written 
in the between 70 and 100 A.D. Matthew (also 
called Levi), the former tax collector who 
became Jesus’ disciple, is the author. The 
original audience may have been the church in 
Antioch of Syria. Its members included Jewish 
and Gentile Christians. 

Is there a major theme in Matthew’s Gospel? 
The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of Jesus 
of Nazareth, the long-expected Messiah who 
brought the kingdom of God to earth. This 
Gospel is full of images of Jesus as the 
fulfillment of prophecies in the Old Testament. 

The image of St. Matthew is called 
an icon. Icons are used extensively 
in the Eastern Churches. An icon is 
not a painting, but more of a 
window,  
through which we can glimpse 
God’s action in and through the 
saint depicted.  

What qualities of St. Matthew can 
you glimpse in this icon? 

Matthew’s Gospel is one of the Synoptic Gospels… 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke are known as “the 
Synoptic Gospels.” The three have a lot in 
common, sharing many of the same accounts in 
the same order, with similar wording. “Synoptic 
means: “seen together.” They are “an account of 
the events from the same point of view or under 
the same general aspect” (Oxford English 
Dictionary). 

The Five Discourses in Matthew’s Gospel: 
The five discourses are large blocks of Jesus’ 
teaching found throughout Matthew’s gospel. 
They are: 
1.The Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5-7)
2.Commissioning of the Twelve (chapter 10)
3.Parables of the Kingdom (chapter 13)
4.Talking of the Church (chapter 18)
5.The Discourse at Mount of Olives (chapters
23-25)
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