Archbishop’s 2022 Christmas Message

Dear People of the Archdiocese of St. John’s:

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shone
(Isaiah 9:2)

This is the opening line of the first reading of the Mass “During the Night” on Christmas Eve. Through it
the prophet Isaiah speaks to us of a God who wishes to be with his people in a positive and life-giving
way.

Christmas can be at time of great joy and peace and happiness, but it can also be a time of great
sadness, loneliness and despair. So much depends, not only on our current situation, but also on our
openness to the “great light” of God’s love in our lives, and to the many ways, large and small, that this
love is made manifest.

We recall that the “first Christmas” was not an easy one for Mary and Joseph, alone in an unfamiliar
place, without shelter or support. Despite their hardships they had each other, they had a new, healthy,
baby boy, they had the visit of the shepherds, and they had a faith so deep and strong that they were
able to see and trust God’s presence in all of it.

For many in the Archdiocese, 2022 has not been an easy year. Personal losses and challenges, the
continuing worries and restrictions of the Covid pandemic, the amalgamation of parishes and sale of
churches are a few of the things that have weighed heavily on people’s hearts and minds. However, if
we look at the year with the eyes of faith, enlightened by the love of our Lord, we can see in it many
gifts and blessings for which to give Him thanks.

In her Christmas reflection in the 2022 “Living with Christ” missalette, Teresa Whalen Lux notes:

God doesn’t wait for the perfect conditions to come to us. Rather, God is with us now in the messiest
and darkest of situations: broken relationships, financial hardships, family tensions, grief over lost
loved ones. At Christmas, we celebrate the God who comes to us as a light in our darkness.

In celebrating Christmas, we celebrate a God who has come among us as one of us; a God who has
shared our human condition and all the joys and sorrows, hopes and fears that are so much a part of it.
Christmas is a time for us to bask in the light of His love and to recommit ourselves to sharing this love
with others, especially those who seem to be “walking in darkness”, living through a time of sadness,
hopelessness and fear.

Praying that the light of God’s love will shine brightly in your hearts during this Christmas season and
through-out the year ahead, | remain,

Yours in Christ,

+Peter Hundt
Archbishop of St. John's.



