
LIVING FAITH
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
APRIL 12 

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY -- John 20:19-31 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 
in his side, I will not believe.’ 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he 
said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said 
to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL  
Thomas has been known down through the ages as “Doubting Thomas.” He was not there 
when the other Apostles saw the risen Jesus, touched him, and heard him speak to them.  

In a way, you and I, the modern-day-disciples of Jesus, are like Thomas. We have not seen, 
but we are called to believe. Jesus addresses the same words to us as to Thomas: “Do not 
doubt but believe.”    

Sometimes believing can be hard. We see unjust wars, or hungry children, or violence or 
prejudice seeming to get the upper hand, and we might be tempted to think, “If there really is 
a God, why doesn’t God do something about that?” Or we might say, “I pray, but God doesn’t 
seem to hear my prayer because nothing happens.”  Pope Francis has a thoughtful response: 
“You pray for the hungry; then you feed them. That’s how prayer works.” 

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

• How did you come to believe in Jesus?
• Why do you think people doubt the existence of God or of Jesus?
• What keeps you going when you are tempted to doubt?
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 
WHAT IS FAITH? 

Faith the response that each person makes to the 
invitation of God, an invitation into a relationship of 
love. (see Catechism of the Catholic Church, 142) 

To obey (from the Latin ob-audire, to "hear or listen 
to") in faith is to submit freely to the word that has 
been heard, because its truth is guaranteed by God, 
who is Truth itself…The Virgin Mary is its most 
perfect embodiment. (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
144) 

WHAT ABOUT YOU…? 

IF FAITH COMES FROM WHAT IS HEARD… WHEN AND 
HOW HAVE YOU HEARD THE VOICE OF GOD? 

HOW HAS GOD INVITED YOU INTO A RELATIONSHIP? 

WHAT IS YOUR RESPONSE? HOW DO YOU RESPOND? 

“Faith is taking the first step, even when you don’t see 
the whole staircase.” Martin Luther King 

“Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward 
of this faith is to see what you believe.” St. 
Augustine 

WHAT ABOUT YOU? 
What is “faith”? 



DID YOU KNOW? 

• EASTER IS CALLED “THE GREAT SUNDAY”

• THE SEASON OF EASTER LASTS FOR 50 DAYS
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