
LIVING FAITH 
22nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

AUGUST 30, 2026 

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY-Matthew 16: 21-27 

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 

and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, 

and be billed, and on the third day be raised. 

And Peter toob him aside and began to rebube him, saying, 

'Ciod forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.' 

But he turned and said to Peter, ccet behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-blocb to me; 

for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.' 

Then Jesus told his disciples, 'If any want to become my followers, 

let them deny themselves and tabe up their aoss and follow me. 

For those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sabe will find it. 

For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? 

Or what will they give in return for their life? 

'For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, 

and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 

REFLECTING ON THE CiOSPEL 

In last weeb's Gospel, Peter seemed to "Ciet It." When Jesus asbed him, "Who do you say that I 

am?" Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living Cod." But in today's Cospel, 

when confronted with the truth that Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of Cod, was going to suffer 

terribly and then die, Peter cannot bear it. It's too much for him, and he tries to persuade Jesus 

that what he has predicted must not be allowed to happen. But Jesus sees a truth that Peter 

does not immediately grasp. Being Jesus' disciple, living in love and total submission to Cod's 

will, almost always involves tabing up the cross and suffering with Jesus. Jesus lived his life in 

love. He gave his life for others. If we are going to follow Jesus, if we are going to be Christians, 

then we, too have to give up some things in order to gain others. That's called saaifice. Saaifice 

is not a popular word today-it wasn't a popular word in Jesus' day either, as we can see from 

Peter's response to Jesus' prediction. But love always involves sacrifice. If you love somebody, 

you sometimes have to give something up, or compromise. If you love Jesus, there are going to 

be things you have to give up as well. 

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

• What are some things that you might be asbed to give up if you love Jesus?
• What are some of the gains? What do you get if you try to live in love as Jesus taught?
• What do you thinb is the heart of Jesus' message?
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