
ROMAN CATHOLIC 

ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. JOHN'S LIVING FAITH 
TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY - October 18, 2026

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 

Matthew 22:15-21 stcharlesgarnier.ca 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent their 

disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, 'Teacher, we know that you are 

sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no 

one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to 

pay taxes to the emperor, or not?' But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 'Why are you 

putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.' And they 

brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, 'Whose head is this, and whose 

title?' They answered, 'The emperor's.' Then he said to them, 'Give therefore to the 

emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's.' 

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL 

'Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are 

God's.' There has been a lot of debate on this Gospel passage. Many people read have 

understood Jesus in this passage to be making a distinction between two spheres: one 

sphere relating to Caesar and the matters of this world, and the other sphere relating to 

God and matters of God's world, with the conclusion that we should recognise and 

respect what belongs to each sphere. We are to respect the secular, or civil, sphere ("give 

to the emperor the things that are the emperor's"), and also respect the religious sphere 

("Give to God the things that are God's"). 

The keen reader of this passage will realize that Jesus' answer satisfied those who only 

listened on the surface, while it raised a more pressing question for the person listening 

with the ears of faith- For the person of faith, can the secular and the sacred really be 

separated? The answer, of course, if "no." If we see with eyes of faith, we see all of life 

through those eyes. Faith colours how we see and how we respond. So, the Christian 

must give to the emperor, or the state, what must rightfully be given, but what is God's? 

Everything. 
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World Mission Month 2026

This year we celebrate the 100th anniversary of World Mission Sunday and the 
800th anniversary of the entrance into heaven of St. Francis of Assisi. The theme 
chosen for this year is: “One in Christ, United in Mission”.

World Mission Sunday is the Holy Father’s worldwide celebration of prayer, 
solidarity and support for the Church’s missionary work.  The 100th anniversary, 
which was established by Pope Pius XI in 1926, is meant to encourage universal 
support for mission territories and the growth of the Church globally.

World Mission Sunday reminds us that we are all Missionary Disciples. We pray for 
the missions and spreading God’s Word especially in our homes, schools, 
neighborhoods and places of work. And as we know in far away lands money is 
always needed for educating Catechists, renovating Churches, building Medical 
Clinics and providing for Seminaries. Please support the Missions by donating on 
World Mission Sunday, October 18, 2026.

Watch Pope Leo’s message about Missionaries here.

Today is the 100th anniversary of World Mission Sunday and at 
Pope Leo XIV’s invitation every Catholic community and parish 
throughout the world is involved in this event. This is a day when 

we show that we are all missionary disciples who have a role to 
play in spreading the Gospel message. The financial donation you 

offer today will assist missionary priests, sisters and catechists 
throughout the world to spread the Gospel. Thank you for 
supporting the missions with your prayers and donations. 

(www.missionsocieties.ca)

http://www.missionsocieties.ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mq14OrCxupg


View this short video about St. Kateri here:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-avAU1UVkA
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